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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTICE. 


BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIR OF DR. MOSES BLOOMFIELD, 
By Exias J. Mansn, M. D. 


The desire to prolongthe names and memories of those, whe 
in their day, were examples of usefulness and virtue, is an 
instinct of natural piety. So strong is this feeling, and sé 
grateful its exhibition, that . ~ more readily pardon an over- 
fondness for the relics and memorials of departed worthies, 
than the neglect of them. These memories bind the present 
to the past, and the hope of perpetuating them connects us 
with the future, and makes successive generations a living 
and enduring whole. Every community and profession, 
which would have other than an ephemeral existence, and 
produce other than triflers, and deeds worthy of such, will 
have a history, and cherish the names worthily recorded 
there. Even domestic and humble narratives of professional 
or civic worth, and unostentatious benevolence, are not with- 
out their use. The esteem and reverence paid to such names, 
teach the young that there are rewards more worthy of toil 
and effort, than gold and sensual gratification ; that at death, 
all of the good do not die, they continue to excite our admi- 
ration, to claim our homage, and their example is still a liv- 
ing influence around, and in us. 

Moses Bloomfield is one of those names which the medh- 
cal profession in New Jersey ought not willingly to let die ; 
his services to his profession, to his country, and to humani- 
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iy in general, are deserving of a record. This respectable 
physician was born Dec. 4, 1729, and lived in the township 
of Woodbridge, Middlesex county, a place of more note in 
the early annals of the state than now; here he practised 
physic and surgery for forty years ; fulfilled the duties of ma- 
gistrate and representative of the Provincial Congress and 
General Assembly, and was at the time of his death, as re- 
corded on his tomb-stone, senior physician and surgeon in 
the hospitals of the U. States. 
Dr. Bloomfield was associated with other physicians of 
East Jersey, in organizing the State Medical Society, and 
was chosen first Secretary in 1766, and afterwards Presi- 
dent in 1785. The society soon after its formation, witness- 
ing the deplorable evils brought on the community, and the 
debasement of a necessary and honorable calling, by travel- 
ling mountebanks, and uneducated and unprincipled persons, 
assuming the name and office of doctor, and pretending to 
practice the healing art, appointed Doctors Cochran and 
Bloomfieid a committee to introduce the subject to the legis- 
lature, and procure the passage of a law, pronibiting under 
suitable penalties, any person from practising physic or sur- 
gery in the state, without baving previously passed an ex- 
amination before a board appointed for that purpose, and re- 
ceived a certificate of being duly qualified. The committee 
succeeded in their application, and a law was passed in 1771, 
which, with proper modifications from time to time, has con- 
tinued in existence to the present, and without doubt has 
contributed to maintain the character and dignity of the 
medical profession, and the esteem and confidence of the 
public in it. Efforts have been made at various times by 
charlatans and interested parties in other states, to procure 
the repeal of the law, and allow all persons bearing diplo- 
mas from other states, to practice in this, without further 
inquiry or examination: but hitherto these attempts have 
failed. The gross abuses which have arisen from the union 
of the teaching and licensing powers in other states, the 
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great number of medical schools which are springing up 
over the country, and not called for by the legitimate wants 
of the profession, but are mere creatures of private specula- 
tion, and the manner in which diplomas have been sold, 
may, it is to be hoped, lead the legislature to pause, and con- 
sider well before they break down the barriers which now 
keep out, in a degree, incompetent and immoral persons 
from a profession, whose members from the very necessities 
of society, are brought into the closest and most confiden- 
tial relations with families. The profession can take care 
of its own interests and dignity; and when we ask for a 
continuance of these safeguards, it is not for our own pecu- 
niary interests or selfish ends, but for the welfare of hu- 
manity. 

In the colonial differences, Dr. Bloomfield was a whig, 
and when the struggle came on, he not only took a decided 
part himself, but furnished a son, then a student at law, and 
afterwards governor of the state, to the army. While his 
principles were thoroughly whig and American, his sympa- 
thies and charities were wide enough to hold in their em- 
brace persons of the most dissimilar political sentiments. 
Many of his warmest personal friends belonged to the oppo- 
site party. On one occasion he was captured and taken 
within the British lines, where one of his tory friends to 
whose family he had shown many kindnesses during this 
civil strife, speedily procured his release and sent him home. 
Difference of political principles, and even civil war, with 
such men did not suspend the charities of life, nor prevent 
the interchange of good offices. 

But the crowning act of Dr. Bloomfield’s life, one in strict 
accordance with his principles and character, and for which 
his memory should be held in perpetual remembrance by 
the people of this state, was the part he took, by precept and 
example for the abolition of slavery. "Warm from the revo- 
lutionary struggle, and grateful for the civil freedom he had 
gained, he would have the greater boon of personal liberty 
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extended to the weaker and more unhappy African race. 
Unlearned in the logic of that school, (indeed that school had 
not yet come into existence,) which teaches that slavery is 
the firmest and truest support of liberty, the mother of high 
civilization, and the nurse of all generous arts and heroic 
deeds, he would have all men free. Forever foreign to his 
mind and heart would have been the cold reasonings of a 
political philosophy, and the cravings of a sordid interest 
which doom to hopeless and perpetual bondage, any of God’s 
rational creatures. Not so, did he read the Declaration of 
Independence, and that much greater work, the book of Life. 
Accordingly, after the termination of the war, he made all 
haste to emancipate his slaves. It took place on the 4th of 
July, 1783, the first anniversary of the signing of the Decla- 
ration ot Independence after the war, at a public meeting 
which has been called the first anti-slavery meeting ever 
held in the United States. We give an account of the trans- 
action in the words of the poet Whittier. 

“ The public meeting took place in the township of Wood- 
bridge. Great preparations had been made; an ox was 
roasted, and large numbers assembled to partake of it, and 
to listen to the orator of the day, Dr. Bloomfield, father of 
the late governor Bloomfield jof New Jersey. At the ap- 
pointed time the orator mounted the platform, followed by 
all his slaves, fourteen in number, seven of whom took 
places on his left and seven on his right, while he addressed 
the multitude on the evils of slavery. At the close of his 
speech, he turned to his slaves, stating, that inasmuch as 
we, as a nation, had declared all men equal, he could not, 
consistently hold slaves. Why, asked he, should these my 
fellow citizens be held in bondage? From this day they are 
free. 
In the midst of the applause which followed, the Doctor 
called up to him one somewhat in advanced in years. “Hee- 
tor,” said he, “ when you cannot support yourself, you are 
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entitled to a maintenance from my property. When do you 
suppose you will need that maintenance.” 

The delighted negro held up his left hand, and with his 
right drew a line across the middle joint of his fingers ; 
“‘ Neber, massa, neber, so long as any of dese fingers are left 
above dese joints.” 

“ There fellow citizens,’ said the Doctor, “ you see that 
liberty is as dear to the man of color as to you or me.” 

The sentiments and example of the father were not with- 
out their influence on his son ; he was a strenuous advocate 
for the abolition of slavery, and the first act for its gradual 
abolition was passed in 1804, while he was governor of the 
state. , 

In the narrow circle of village life and practice, “ his vir- 
tues walked their daily round,” for eight years longer, when 
he departed this life in the 63d year of his age, leaving a 
son and two daughters, one of whom, the widow of a phy- 
sician, still survives, and her condition strongly illustrates 
the need of a provision for the widows and children of me- 
dical men. 

Paterson, March, 1850. 
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ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 


BURLINGTON, FOURTH MONTH. (APRIL,) 1850. 


NOTES ON THE CHOLERA IN PATERSON IN 1849, 
BY E. J. MARSH, M. D. 

Paterson, in common with the other large towns of the 
country, suffered much from the late epidemic cholera. I 
had many opportunities of seeing various forms of the dis- 
ease, and the results of different modes of treatment, and 
thinking that some notice of it may not be uninteresting to 
the readers of the Reporter, I will briefly and informally note 
down some facts and observations relating to it. I do this, 
however, not in the hope of eradicating in the least, the 
cloud of darkness which envelopes the cause, nature, and 
proper treatment of this much dreaded disease, but to add 
somewhat to the mass of facts which are accumulating, and 
from which, perhaps some future happy genius may draw 
useful generalizations. We may reasonably hope that at 
some future period organic chemistry or microscopic obser- 
vation may detect the specific poison which causes it, and 
happy accident or improved therapeutical science, lead to an 
antidote. 

With the revival of the humoral pathology, and the belief 
that it is fast gaining ground, that not only our epidemical 
diseases, but many of the most formidable disorders of the 
animal economy, such as epilepsy, tetanus, hydrophobia, 
&c,, which hitherto have been least amenable to medicines, 
arise from specific poisons circulating in the blood, the search 
for specific remedies, is coming into fashion. Nearly three 
centuries ago, Lord Bacon, in his essay on the advancement 
of learning, spoke of medicine as appearing to him to move 
in a circle, and that the attention of the profession ought to 
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be more given to the searching out for specifics. Most of 
the great achievements of practical medicine have been 
made in this direction. Witness the discovery of mercury, 
peruvian bark and vaccination, as specifices for three of the 
greatest scourges ofthe humanrace. But this is a digression. 
Paterson is situated on the Passaic river, just below the 
Great Falls. An elevated range of trap rock, overlaying 
sand stone, extending in a semi-circular form, encloses it on 
the west and north. A portion of the town is on high, 
sandy soil, and well drained by natural position; another, 
and the more compactly built portion, and where the mill 
operatives and laboring part of the population chiefly reside, 
is low and wet; the ground having been originally a bog 
meadow, which has from time to time been filled up with 
sand, This ground is capable of being drained, but for the 
want of proper municipal government, no means have been 
adopted for its drainage. In rainy weather the water often 
overflows into the basements and cellars of the dwellings, 
where it remains for days and even weeks. In this part of 
the town, the disease was most severe. 
Paterson, with the adjacent village of Manchester, is esti- 
mated to contain from fourteen to sixteen thousand inha- 
bitants, engaged chiefly in cotton and iron manufactures, 
and their auxiliary trades and occupations. Intemperance 
prevails to a great extent, and many of the operatives, 
although not actually sick, are laboring under a condition 
of chronic il] health. 
Cholera made its first appearance on the 30th of May, 
1849, in the district known by the name of Dobbin. This 
part of the town is elevated and drained, but the streets and 
yards of the houses were in a very filthy and offensive state. 
| The disease lingered for some days in this spot, occasionally 
) taking off a victim, when it gradually extended itself over 

the town ;—its greatest severity was felt in the low part of 
the town already spoken of, and known as the meadow. I 
have seen persons, living in the damp and ill-ventilated cel- 
lars of this district, seized without any premonitory symp- 
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toms, with the cramp and rice-water evacuations of cholera, 
and die within a very short time. Medicines, although ad- 
ministered immediately and faithfully, had no influence on 
the progress of the disease in most of such cases. Removal 
to more favorable localities was in some instances followed 
by recovery. The poison seemed to adhere to these damp 
and filthy abodes of wretchedness and poverty, and after 
the death of one of a family, in such cellars, unless the re- 
mainder was removed, others soon were seized. In this way 
I witnessed whole families cut off. 

Different modes of treatment were pursued by different 
physicians. I give my own experience. I found the mo- 
derate use of ripe garden fruits and well-cooked vegetables, 
beneficial rather than otherwise. A strict meat and farina- 
ceous diet deranged the digestive and nervous system, and 
the disease, when it seized such persons, was more than or- 
dinarily severe. At the first appearance of the diarrha@a I 
made use of the following: 

R. Acetate of Morphine, gr. i. 
Powdered weet charcoal, 3 i. 
Divide into powders, x ij. 
One or two of these powders, with quietude in the horizon- 
tal position, in the vast majority of cases, checked the dis- 
ease in its earliest stage. The vomiting was best checked 
by small doses of kreasote. In cases of collapse the tinc- 
ture or etherial solution of camphor was administered as a 
stimulant, while calomel, in half grain or grain doses, was 
administered every fifteen or twenty minutes, as an alterative. 
Constant dry friction with the bare hand was in many cases 
continued for hours. Under this treatment I have seen pa- 
tients come out of the cold, blue and pulseless state of cho- 
lera-collapse, and recover rapidly without any succeeding 
fever. Care was taken not to allow such patients, for seve- 
ral days, any solid food, but to confine them to beef tea, or 
other similar animal broths. More cases of recovery from 
collapse occurred in my own practice, and in that also of 
Dr. Rogers, in females. The cases of children were gene- 





ae re re ie 





MARSHY ON THE CHOLERA: 169 


raily of a mild type; the’ evacuations were less, less teri 
dency to collapse, but congestive fever was more apt to fol- 
low. Drink was freely given; ice administered according 
to the desires of the patient. Effervescing draughts’ were’ 
very grateful to the patient, and allowed him at pleasure. 

Of the saline’ treatment recommended by Dr. Edward! 
Stevens, I can say but little. On this mode of treatment the’ 
evacuations’ are not early checked, but rather encouraged; 
as elimanating the morbid poison from the system. An un- 
fortunate and fatal case occurred after the taking of a' dose 
of epsom salts; I heard:of no cases of the use of the wet’ 
sheets: I was taught by one case that the patient is not'al- 
ways safe even after bilious evacuations have been procured 
with: secretion of urine and quiet sleep. In this’ case the 
patient was considered out of danger, when from no knowt' 
cause, vomiting came on, accompanied with severe’ spasiis; - 
and the patient rapidly sunk: Any exertion on the* part of 
the sufferer, even an attempt'to drink, brought on the’ vo- 
miting and spasms. The alterative action of the calomel’ 
was perceptible in the swelling of the gums and the breath 
of this patient. The poison seemed to have an affinity to 
certain organizations or blood. Members:of the same fami- 
ly, living miles apart, and having little or no personal inter- 
course, suffered from the disease. Some families suffered 
very severely, losing several members. 

Few diseases, if any, are more affected. by depressing or 
exhilerating emotions of the mind than cholera. While fear 
disposes the system to an attack, and by prostrating the en- 
ergies; prevents recovery, the physician finds‘in the’confi- 
dence and hope'of his* patient his most powerful helps! I 
know of no physician’ or nurse’ who took the disease’ while’ 
attending on the’ sick: 

While the cholera’ was prevailing in Patetson, one Joseph” 
Sehloster; a’charcoal burner, living :15’or 16 miles from the” 
town; in’ the’ motntainows’ part of the'county, came‘ to the 
town to’sell a° load’ of coal; while heré he‘is’ said té have 
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indulged too freely in eating and drinking. He returned 
home the same day, Tuesday—he complained of being un- 
well on Wednesday—he was taken down next day with the 
cholera, and died on Friday. His body was kept unburied 
until Sunday, when it had become very offensive. His 
friends and relatives were invited to attend his funeral from 
the house, and after the burial, returned to the house and 
took dinner. On the next day, Monday, a brother-in-law, 
—— Shippers, who had been at the funeral, took ill and died; 
on Tuesday another brother-in-law and son, who had also 
been present, died; and during the week the wife of Schlos- 
ter and two of his sons died, and also a laboring man in the 
family. All these were cases of cholera. No cholera or 
similar disease had been in the neighborhood before this, 
and no other person had an attack subsequently. The dis- 
ease was confined to this single family, and to the persons 
present at the funeral in the house. 

The disease disappeared gradually from the town, or 
seemed rather to be merged into the bilious diarrheas and 
dysenteries which prevailed during the fall months, and was 
followed by the small pox, which is now prevailing in mild 
and modified forms in Paterson. 





REMARKS ON THE USE OF JARVIS’ ADJUSTER IN FRACTURE 
OF THE O8S-FEMORIS, WITH CASES. 
By Jos Hares, M. D. 


Abner R., aged fourteen years, was run over by a two 
horse wagon, loaded with marl ; I was sent for to see him, 
and found him in a house near where the accident happen- 
ed, lying on a bed, with a cold and shrunken skin, and al- 
most pulseless. On examination, a simple fracture of the 
os-femoris of the left side, and a compound fracture of the 
same bone, of the right side were discovered. On the latter, 
existed a transverse wound two inches long, at about the 


HAINES ON THE USE OF JARVIS’ ADJUSTER. 271 


point of junction between the middle and upper thirds of 
the bone, from which a considerable quantity of blood had 
escaped : the lower end of the upper fragment was distinct- 
ly felt at the bottom of the wound. Brandy and water were 
administered, and he was conveyed to his home. A few 
hours afterwards the necessary apparatns was applied with 
the assistance of my friends, Doctors Spencer and Stokes of 
Moorestown. The simple fracture of the left side was read- 
ily adjusted, by the application of the bandage of Scultitis, 
Dessault’s splint, &c. &c. The other, on account of the ex- 
treme tumefaction, was placed for the present on a double 
inclined plane, with the addition of a little extra extending 
force. The wound was cleansed, and a poultice applied: in 
this condition he was left for the night, with directions to 
take laudanum if he should be restless. The next day I 
found him suffering from retention of urine, for the relief of 
which, fomentations were applied above the pubis, and spts: 
ether, nitrici, administered. 

It is worthy of remark here, that in addition to the above 
remedies, the boy desired the application of the poles of a 
galvanic battery, to the use of which he had become some- 
what accustomed, as one was in possession of the family ; 
the retention was relieved under its use; though whether 
the relief is to be attributed to its action upon the muscular 
coat of the bladder, or to the other remedies named, is un- 
certain. On my next visit, the swelling of the right limb 
was found to be much reduced; some clots, and a little 
healthy pus, had been discharged from the wound, and 
crepitation was very distinct. Upon a more critical exami- 
nation after the subsidence of the swelling, a second frac- 
ture of the bone was discovered, the upper one oblique, with 
considerable displacement, the lower transverse, with but 
little change from its normal direction; {the middle frag- 
ment was about two and a half or three inches long : it was 
very difficult to retain the upper third in situ. The patient 
seemed now tolerably comfortable, though the pulse was 
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rather feeble, and the bowels costive : to relieve the consti- 
pation he took three of the pil: cathat: comp:, the next day 
the bowels were relieved. A straight splint was now ap- 
plied to the right limb, which was made to correspond very 
nearly in length with the left. There was a good deal of 
difficulty in retaining the bone of the right side in its pro- 
per position, owing to the shortness of the upper fragment, 
the oblique direction of the fracture, and the extent of the 
wound, but little room being left to apply the upper roller. 
At the end of two weeks there did not appear to be any 
evidence of re-union of the fracture near the wound, while 
the other was doing well; the left one was also re-uniting 
finely, and the limbs were about the same length. The 
eighth week arrived, no bony union had taken place at the 
oblique fracture, and fears were entertained of a false joint. 
The other fractures were by this time soundly united. Just 
at this period an agent for the sale of Jarvis’ Adjuster came 
along, and placed in my hands the patent instrument ; I ap- 
plied it as directed, and was enabled readily to maintain the 
Jength of the limb; the bones were brought into appropri- 
ate contact, and osseous union not long after commenced. 
After a tedious convalescence the patient recovered, though 
with an unnatural turning of the foot outwards : the peculi- 
arity in his gait would not however, be noticed by a pass- 
ing stranger. 

Remarxs.—In this case, the support,that is often obtain- 
ed from a sound limb, could not be had; the proper length 
could not be as decidedly ascertained, as both limbs were 
the seat of fracture, hence they were both extended as near- 
ly alike as possible: the length of time that necessarily 
elapsed between the occurrence of the aceident, and the ap- 
plication of the dressings, and the necessary removal from 
the place where the injuries were received, to his home, all 
contributed to complicate the case, and render the reduction 
of the bones, and subsequent treatment, more difficult. The 
adjuster invented and patented by Dr. Jarvis, was applied 
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with satisfactory results in this case, and it is but justice to 
admit the fact, in remarking upon the claims of the instru- 
ment, to professional favor ; it is a complete instrument for 
cases which exactly suit it, but its general applicability to 
fractures of the femur is, we think justly questioned. A 
case recently occurred to me of a child two and a half years 
old, who fell and broke the os-femoris of the right side; the 
apparatus could not be applied to employ the extending 
force that was necessary in the case: a smaller one could 
not be made on account of infringing upon the patent right. 
The instrument fails in its applicability to all cases, because 
it does not admit of modifications which different cases seem 
to call for. It is put up in a handsome mahogany box, with 
a multiplicity of bands, tapes, strings, &c. &c., and a red mo- 
rocco slipper tacked on to the foot-board, which will not 
probably, fit the foot of a single patient. 

The ratchet, we consider the only really useful part of the 
whole apparatus ; the rest you may as well throw away as 
to pretend to make them practical and general in their ap- 
plication to fractures of the thigh. The perineal band, for 
example, will become so soiled by using in a single case, 
that you are compelled to procure a new one for the next, 
and the same may be said of the remainder of the straps 
and bandages. We do not pretend to deny that it may be 
a sightly addition to the stock of surgical apparatus about a 
hospital, or may answer to illustrate the views of its invent- 
or before a class of students, but we are not prepared to 
award to it the merit which is claimed for it by Dr. Jarvis, or 
his agents. It looks well while the plausible and stereo- 
typed description of its value is being brilliantly portrayed 
by the interested agent, and he is very willing to pocket a 
fifty dollar note as the fee for his gratuitous advice ; but 
when you come to use it in practice, it is a very different 
thing. You cannot always have your patients of the proper 
size and age, and fractures do not always occur exactly to 
suit the instrument. What we want is a splint to fit the 
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fractured limb, and not a fractured limb to fit our apparatus. 
This we consider to be a real point of difference between 
Dr. Jarvis’ instrument and that justly celebrated modifica- 
tion of Dessault’s splint, by the late Dr. Physick. 

Mount Laurel, March, 1850. 





CASE OF VENOUS EXTRAVASATION INTO THE LABIA 
BEFORE PURTURITION. 


BY ALEXANDER W. ROGERS, M.D. 


In December, 1848, I was sent for to assist a colored wo- 
man in labor. On the way I learned from her husband that 
she was the mother of seven children, and before this had 
always been delivered easily without medical aid. When I 
arrived at the house, 1 found the woman rolling on the bed, 
suffering what appeared to be violent throes of labour. 
Upon enquiry I found that she had been in labour some 
twelve hours; and that she had felt as if she would get 
through at every pain for some time past—that she was now 
getting tired out,and wasafraid that something was wrong. 
Upon applying my hand to the perineum, I found one side 
of it enormously distended with what felt considerably like 
the head of a child. But I could not find the usual cleft be- 
tween the labia, and was puzzled as to the nature of this 
unusual presentation. I now made an occular inspection, 
and found that the left labia was distended larger than the 
size of a child’s head, and the right drawn entirely out of its 
usual site—the nymphe entirely obliterated; and the left 
wall of the vagina drawn a third of its usual length to form 
a part of the covering of this globular swelling. The peri- 
neal surface of the swelling was very tense and shining, and 
the vaginal surface of adark livid color, and covered par- 
tially with a bloody fluid oozing from it. Upon applying 
my hand to the abdomen a child could be easily felt; but 
upon passing the finger from the swelling along the vaginal 
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wall to the uterus the head of the child could not be dis- 
tinctly felt, nor the os uteri discerned. 

Enquiry being made whether there was any swelling of 
the labia before the pains came, the woman said that she 
had noted a small swelling there some months before, but 
that it gave her no pain, and did not trouble her. She 
knew nothing of the present enormous distension of the part 
till her pains came on, and evidently thought that it was. 
the head of the child pressing down. Upon holding the 
hand for some time on the part, no pulsation could be felt in 
it. It therefore appeared pretty clear that the case was one 
of excessive extraversation of venous blocd into the cellular 
tissue of the labia and contiguous parts. 

The question now presented, How is this difficulty to be 
removed ? for certainly it must be before parturition can be 
completed. I sent a request to Dr. Wm. Magee, to see the 
case with me; and upon consultation we concluded to 
puncture the swelling with a lancet, and see how far it 
might be diminished. A stream of dark venous blood fol- 
lowed the puncture, and the excessive tension of the” part 
was considerably lessened. After waiting some time I found 
that the pains, though severe, were not effective, and as the 
woman was tired and impatient, i gave her a full anodyne, 
and left her. During the course of a week after this, pains 
came on several times and ceased again, without parturi- 
tion becoming fairly established. In the mean time the 
labial surface of the swelling sloughed to some extent, and 
the coagulated contents, by degrees, separated. The wo- 
man became considerably exhausted, and her strength was 
sustained by gentle stimulants and wine. The surface of 
the swelling was kept moist by diluted tincture of iodine. 
The swelling was now all gone, and an ulcer the size of a 
dollar, on the inner surface of the labia was all that was 
left. This was beginning to show healthy granulation. 
Labour; now came on, and she was delivered without diffi- 
culty. A day or two after parturition puerperal mania ap- 
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peared and continued in a violent raving form for a fort- 
night. Her strength was supported by wine and ammonia, 
beef tea, &c. An occasional full dose of sulphate of mor- 
phine procured rest, and she gradually recovered. It is:not 
uncommon to meet with cases of extravasation into the la- 
bie after parturition, the result of difficult labour; but ex+ 
travasation before parturition, especially to like degree with 
the above case, I believe is seldom met with, and therefore: 
think it may be interesting to my medical brethren. 
Paterson, March, 1850. 





REMARKS ON THE PATHOLOGY AND TREATMENT OF’ 
DYSPEPSIA, AS IT EXISTS AMONG SHOEMAKERS. 


By Tue Epiror. 


Having had an opportunity for several years:past, of ob-. 
serving the character and course of dyspepsia, as it occurs! 
among a large proportion of the population of! this city, b 
have thought it might be interesting to the profession, and. 
perhaps not without profit , to communicate the results: of 
these observations. The city of Burlington, being located: 
on the shore of the Delaware river, and of convenient access’ 
to the two great cities of the Union, as well as to the sur-+ 
rounding country, by steamboat and railroad travel, offers: 
many advantages as {a place of business for the manufae- 
facturer, and asa healthy location for residence, It is built 
upon a plain of rich loamy soil, remarkable for its produe- 
tive yield of the finest garden fruits and vegetables; the 
river skirts the northern and western sides‘of the town, and‘ 
in the rear, a little distance from the, city, is an elevated 
ridge of land, not surpassed by any section of the state for its: 
salubrity, and the general health of its inhabitants: The As- 
siskunk creek forms: the eastern boundary, and though 
skirted along its banks with meadows, which extend across: 
to the river on the-west, is quite healthy for a low situation: 
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The general health of the city is good, and I know of 
nothing in its topography that is calculated to engender gas- 
tric disease , while this class of disorders would probably 
form the maximum if arranged in statistical order. Its 
prevalence is, I have no doubt, partly attributable to 
the habits and pursuits of the people among whom it 
is mostly to be found, just as scurvy is almost peculiar 
to seafaring people. Hundreds of young men and ap- 
prentices may be found, particularly in the winter sea- 
son, from six o’clock in the morning till ten at night, upon 
the bench, taking only a few minutes at a time for their 
meals. Out of the twenty-four hours, not more than one is 
usually devoted to meals, and about seven for rest; so that 
nearly two-thirds of their entire time, during the six work- 
ing days of the week, is spent in the stooping posture, in 
small and hot apartments, plentifully fumigated with tobacco 
smoke, or the vapor arising from burning quids upon a red 
hot stove. A few are in the habit of using intoxicating li- 
quors to excess, though I am free to testify that very many, 
on the other hand, are our most consistent advocates, by 
word and deed, of temperance principles. From the brief 
outline thus drawn of the habits of life of shoemakers in 
Burlington, it is very easily seen that they invite the 
enemy to human health to dwell in their midst. The 
stooping posture, the want of exercise, the hurried eating, 
the confined atmosphere of their apartments, the smoking 
or chewing of tobacco ;—all contribute to lessen the vital 
energies, and to engender disease. That the stomach 
should be the first organ to suffer, is easily accounted for ; 
not only is the food taken in haste, without sufficient masti- 
cation, and thus an unnatural demand made upon its pow- 
ers, but it is often unsuited in quality to the wants of the sys- 
tem ; the constantly stooping position compresses the organ, 
interferes with its normal action, interrupts the gastric circu- 
lation, and impedes somewhat the salutary movements of 
the —_ ; the want of exercise, and of fresh air, produces a 
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languid circulation, tends to local congestion, gives rise to 2 
sense of fulness, and produces constipation of the bowels, 
while the use of tobacco is in every way injurious. 

The free use of tea and coffee, may also be mentioned as 
a cause which contributes to disorder the digestive appara- 
tus. It is a well known physiological fact that these arti- 
cles of diet do not supply in any appreciable quantity, the 
organizable material, which is necessary to the formation 
of healthy blood; hence the proper degree of animal heat 
cannot be maintained, and the vital forces must sink below 
par. Coffee is mostly taken for breakfast, and tea for din- 
ner and the evening meal; and though they may have a 
tendency to exhilerate the nervous system, and to enliven 
the spirits, their real value will not admit of even a mode- 
rate estimate. It becomes us then, first to enquire, what 
are the pathological changes which take place under such a 
mode of life ; and secondly, how can they be remedied. A 
patient who has pursued such a course of living presents 
himself for treatment. He is not sick enough to stop his 
work, and yet is not well. He rises in the morning feeling 
dull and inactive. After breakfast he complains of pain in 
the stomach, sometimes in the side, it may be the right or 
left ; his skin is dry, often cool, and pulse generally feeble ; 
his tongue is slightly coated at its base, with an unhealthy 
odor of the breath; not unfrequently the appetite is unsually 
good, oftener however, it is quite moderate, and but seldom 
is the food rejected. The stomach seems to demand the sti- 
mulus of food, although the natural taste and appetite for it 
may be impaired. Constipation and flatulency are general- 
ly attendant symptoms also—palpitation of the heart, head- 
ache, a slight cough and sore throat are also sometimes com- 
plained of. The stomach being oppressed by excess of in- 
digestible or innutritious food, the circulation being languid 
in consequence of position, and want of exercise, the patho- 
logical condition would seem to be, that of congestion of the 
gastric vessels, and loss of nervous power in the organ. 
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The first object to be gained, is to cleanse the stomach 
and bowels; jor this purpose I have generally employed a 
full dose of magnesia and rhubarb, preceded by a blue pill, 
if it should be indicated; the former neutralizing the acid 
secretions which generally exist in the alimentary canal, 
and the rhubarb acting upon the muscular fibres so as to 
produce copious feculent dejections, Abstinence from tea 
and coffee, and from all fried food, whether animal or vege- 
table, with boiled or roasted meat for dinner, and bran 
bread, with milk, or milk and water for breakfast and sup- 
per. This system of diet, with daily exercise in the open 
air,as walking two or three miles daily, will generally so 
modify the action of the vital forces, as to bring about a 
condition in which the system will more readily respond to 
the subsequent treatment. In the majority of cases, the 
constipation of the bowels is the most obstinate symptom to 
overcome, as the occupation of the patient is so habitually 
sedentary -—-but I have found as a gentle daily evacuant, 
pills made according to the following prescription to act 
kindly upon the bowels: 

R. Ext: Colocynth: Comp: grs. xxiv. 
Ol: Tiglii. gtt. iii. 
ft. pilul: duodecem. 

Signa. Take two every every morning. 

After a while the pills may be discontinued, leaving the 
bowels so accustomed to a regular daily movement, that the 
necessity for cathartic medicine is removed, provided the 
patient is careful to put himself in the position and place for an 
evacuation, at stated intervals. The use of nervous stimu- 
lants and tonics, where there is considerable debility of the 
digestive organs, is very important to facilitate recovery. I 
have never found anything so effectual as quinine, assafc- 
tida, and capsicum, combined or separately, as may be in- 
dicated in particular cases. A common and favorite pre- 
scription is as follows : 


R. Quin: Sulph:—G. Assafeetida, 
Capsicum, aa gr. xij., _ft. pil. No. xij. 
Signa. One or two after each meal. 
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Piperine may be substituted for capsicum if preferred. The 
flatulency is generally relieved by the assafeetida and capsi- 
cum, a gentle stimulant impression being at the same time 
made, while the tonic effect of the quinine upon the languid 
vessels, serves to keep up their action. The condition of 
the skin is such in most cases, as to require attention. It is 
alternately dry, and moist—dry during the day perhaps, 
and covered with acid perspiration at night. Daily ablu- 
tions are therefore enjoined, and frictions with a salted 
towel. The addition of an alkaline salt, as common wash- 
ing soda, to the water, has a delightful effect upon the skin; 
it renders it soft and pliable, and frees it from the peculiar 
acid secretion. I have frequently had patients to recover 
entirely after a fair trial of this mode of treatment, who have 
supposed themselves wasting with consumption. Indeed 
the symptoms of phthisis are often very closely imitated— 
the pale and shrunken visage, the attenuated frame, ha- 
rassing cough, and fugitive pains about the chest, resem- 
ble the common signs of pulmonary disease. A gentle- 
man, who has been a shoemaker from early life, called on 
me a few years since, and told me that he was suffering 
from a disease of the throat, which had been pronounced 
bronchitis by several skillful physicians, and though he had 
tried almost every known remedy for the disease, he was 
still left with a distressing cough, and offensive expectora- 
tion, with a sense of soreness in the throat, which indicated 
to his mind that he had not long to live. One physician of 
Philadelphia had told him, that to be cured, he must confine 
himself to a room of equal temperature, and not speak for 
several weeks, during which time he would make such appli- 
cations, and administer such medicines as in his judgment 
would be useful. The patient could not leave his business 
to comply with these regulations, and for awhile abandoned 
all treatment. In his capacity as a local preacher and class 
leader, of a numerous religious denomination among us, the 
muscles of his throat had been overstrained by extra use; 
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he worked at his trade during the day, and several even- 
ings in the week was engaged in public religious exercises. 
He was advised to abandon these for a season, and give up 
the use of tea, coffee,'and tobacco. Slight counter irritation 
was applied to the epigastrium, and under the use of the 
following prescription, with bathing, and exercise, recovered 
completely in less than two months: 


R. G. Assafeetida, grs. xxiv. 
Pulv: Capsicum, grs. xii. 
ft. pil. No. xii. 
Sig. Take two after each meal. 


Years of his life, and considerable money, had been spent 
in fruitless efforts, with active medication, advised by phy- 
sicians and quacks, to overcome a malady, the cure of which 
was within his own control, under a few simple instruc- 
tions. He now attends to his business with industry, labors 
in the pulpit and class room as zealously as ever, and withal 
enjoys good health. 

I have thus attempted to describe the’ symptoms of dys- 
pepsia, as they have been observed by myself, among the 
shoemakers of Burlington; and though I have not kept re- 
gular notes of many cases, I am quite certain that the treat- 
ment pursued, has resulted in the improvement and recovery 
of a large number of persons, 





OBSERVATIONS ON THE USE OF QUININE AND OPIUM, 
IN ACUTE RHEUMATISM. 
By tHe Epiror. 

Being some miles from home, waiting the movements of 
an obstetric patient, I conclude to fill some of the blank 
sheets of my memorandum book, for the printer, with ob- 
servations on the use of quinine and opium, in acute rheu- 
matism. Almost every physician with ample opportunities 
for experience, after a few years practice, selects from the 
materia medica his favorite remedies tor the treatment of 
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certain diseases ; for though we cannot always trace in the 
mind, a clear adaptation of the known properties of a medi- 
cine, to the morbid condition of the system for which we 
may be called upon to prescribe, we are sometimes tempted 
to depart from the beaten track, and enter the field of. hy- 
pothesis, when we feel assured by past experience, that 
there is room for improvement. Acute rheumatism is a very 
common disease, for which a common mode of treatment 
has long been acknowledged. The presence of severe pain, 
active external inflammation, and a pulse above the normal 
standard, would seem to indicate the propriety of blood-let- 
ting as the primary remedy; such is the received opinion of 
the profession, and it is believed the majority of practition- 
ers act in accordance with it. My own experience has not 
warranted the adoption of this opinion, The symptoms of 
the disease under consideration need not be recapitulated 
here, they are familiar to the whole profession ; but there is 
one peculiarity in rheumatic inflammation which deserves 
special notice as having an important bearing upon the treat- 
ment ; it is its fugitive character, its tendency to remove sud- 
denly from place to place, and scarely ever to terminate in 
suppuration. At any rate it may be called a peculiar in- 
flammation. 

If a patient complains of acute throbbing pain in any part 
of the body, and the skin becomes inflamed and hot, press- 
ure intolerable, or even the slightest touch, and we witness 
the progress of this action from day to day, till suppuration 
is established and an abscess forms, we see a very different 
state of things from what happens in rheumatic pain and 
fever. In the latter the suffering may be as acute, the local 
inflammation as decided, and yet it will suddenly leave that 
part, and as suddenly fix itself upon a distant region of the 
body, or perhaps, if there exists any irritation or functional 
derangement of any of the internal viscera, it may be loca- 
ted there, as in the heart, stomach, or other organ. We have 
considered this to be a distinctive peculiarity of rheumatic 
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inflammation, which demands of the practitioner a mode of 
treatment different from what is applicable to common in- 
flammation. Acting upon this view of the subject, the dis- 
ease has recently been treated as follows, with the happiest 
results : To evacuate the alimentary canal as a preliminary 
step, is obviously important; for this purpose I generally 
prescribe a combination of ten grains each, of blue mass and 
prepared chalk, to be followed in a few hours with a full 
dose of magnesia and wine of colchicum; the bowels being 
freely moved, from five to ten grains of quinine, with from 
one to two grains of opium, according to the age and con- 
stitution of the patient, and the severity of the pain, are given 
at night: this will generally procure sleep and freedom from 
suffering during the following day ; the effervessing mixture 
or small doses of Dover’s powder are continued, at intervals 
of two or three hours, and bland mucilaginous drinks allow- 
ed, which serve to nourish the patient, and keep the bowels 
soluble. I have not unfrequently known the combination of 
quinine and opium to operate as a laxative, and thus remove 
the necessity of any other cathartic. Some twenty cases of 
the disease I have treated on this plan; not one of them lost 
a drop of blood, and they all recovered speedily; most of 
them were females. 

The applicability of quinine in scrofulous inflammation is 
generally admitted ; in rheumatic opthalmia it is often em- 
ployed, and in erysipelas its efficiency is not questioned. 
As a journalist and a practitioner of medicine, we are not at 
liberty to withhold from the common stock, any thing that 
promises advantage to the sick, or to the profession; hence, 
these views are submitted with due deference to the opin- 
ions of those of more advanced age and experience, and who 
have enjoyed greater opportunities of treating the disease ; 
but they are the result of careful observation, within the 
limited sphere of my professional labors, and as such are 
submitted to the medical public. 
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COD LIVER OIL IN STRUMOUS CONJUNCTIVITIS. 
BY E. A. HEINTZLEMAN, M. D. 


On the first of December I was called to see J. P., a child 
seven years of age, labouring under disease of the eye, 
which upon examination I found to be a most inveterate 
case of strumous conjunctivitis, of nine months standing ; 
during which time various remedies had been tried, but with 
no other effect than aggravating the disease—found the 
child in a dark room with both eyes covered by a green 
shade ; the sensibility to light was so intolerable, that not- 
withstanding the precaution to exclude it, he would often 
bury his face in the bedclothes, to avoid its disagreeable 
impression. Any attempt to examine the eyes was attended 
with spasm of the orbicularis, the pain being so great that I 
was forced to desist from any further examination of the 
more deeply seated tissues. There were also offensive dis- 
charges from the nasal and auditory passages; eruptions 
upon the face, and behind the ears; bowels costive, tongue 
coated white, with anorexia. Judging from the symptoms 
that the exciting cause was a deranged condition of the 
chylopoetic viscera; ordered powders [composed of hyd: 
cum creta, pulv: rhei: and magnes: to be repeated every four 
hours, with cups to the nape of the neck, and a light nutri- 
tious diet; which improved the general health, but exerted 
no influence on the diseased organ. I then commenced the 
use of quinine, ferri sulphas, and syrup: auranti, a favorite 
prescription of Dr. Littell’s, but with no better success—in 
fact it resisted all the ordinary modes of treatment. Having 
occasion to visit my friend, Dr. Joseph Parrish, of Burling- 
ton, I stated the case to him; he suggested the use of cod 
liver oil, and a cold salt bath daily, with the occasional ap- 
plication of a smooth crystal of sulphate of copper to the in- 
flamed surface. On my next visit I ordered these remedies; 
and at the time I am now writing, which is just four weeks 
from the commencement of this course of treatment, there is 
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a most decided improvement; the secretions are natural, the 

appetite good, the intolerance of light, and eruptions on the 

face having completely subsided; and the patient is able to 

leave his place of confinement, and join his comrades in the 

open air, which no doubt will add greatly to a speedy cure. 
Columbus, April, 1850, 





BIBLIOGRAPHICL NOTICES. 


“Annual Report of the Officers of the New Jersey State 
Lunatic Asylum, at Trenton, for the year 1849. 


We always think we are doing the insane good service, 
when we call to the remembrance of our readers, the New 
Jersey Lunatic Asylum, and ask them to consider its claims 


for professional favor. All public institutions that have been 
established for a benevolent purpose, deriving their support 
in part, or altogether from the state, will be exposed to the 
opposition of interested partizans, and among the sovereign 
people, there will always be a few who think that their 
pockets ought not to be taxed to support crazy people in 
what is ignorantly considered an expensive style; and we 
think it the duty of physicians, to the extent of their ability 
and influence, to counteract the false notion that the present 
system of treating insanity is an expensive system; never 
was there any policy more contracted than that of low prices 
in the board, and management of the insane. All experi- 
ence has proved that a liberal policy is the cheapest, or in 
other words, that the cheapest is the most expensive. When 
the asylum in New Jersey was first instituted, we believe 
that the act of incorporation provided for the payment of 
three dollars per week for pauper patients, by the counties : 
this regulation being complained of, the legislature of last 
year passed an act reducing the price totwo dollars weekly, 
24 
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for those patients who are indigent, or have become a pub- 
lic charge 

In 1849 a deficiency was found to exist on account of 
this reduction, and the last legislature, in order to meet it, 
and complete some arrangements about the building, 
grounds, &c., appropriated more than six thousand seven 
hundred dollars. We make the following extract from the 
Managers Report bearing upon this matter, and commend it 
to the careful consideration of the reader. 


“ The patients maintained in the asylum at the expense of 
their friends, have paid various prices, ranging as high as 
eight dollars per week. But it has not been deemed in ac- 
cordance with the humane principle upon which the institu- 
tion is founded, to look to this as a source of profit—it would 
be levying a tax upon the unfortunate which ought to be 
borne equally by all—and therefore the price to private pa- 
tients is always graduated so as merely to defray the ordina- 
ry and extraordinary expenses their friends are willing to 
incur in the accommodations provided for them. 

Before passing from this subject, it may be proper to say 
that at the first meeting of the board of managers, held after 
the passage of the act reducing the charge for pauper and 
indigent patients to two dollars per week, they appointed a 
committee of their number to confer with the superintend- 
ent, and in conjunction with him to adopt the most stringent 
system of economy in the administration of the domestic af- 
fairs of the institution which could possibly be devised, with- 
out abandoning the ewrative principle which was the great 
idea of the act which created the institution. To put the 
lunatic in chains—to secure him within the limits of four 
stone walls, and feed him till he dies—is one idea; and it 
disposes of him effectually, so far as the safety and security 
of society is concerned. But to look away from ourselves 
to him—regard him as a case of misfortune without crime— 
a wandering star in the world of intellect to be won back to 
its proper orbit—a fellow citizen to be reclaimed by the body 
politic from the grasp ofa terrible disease, is the idea which, 
alone, is worthy of a civilized state and a christian people ; 
and the committee have graduated the expenses with a 
pruning hand which has left nothing that can possibly be re- 
duced without abandoning this ast idea, and throwing the 
institution back upon the first.” 
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We are aware that in the ranks of the medical profession 
there are those who have not very friendly feelings towards 
this institution ; and we are willing to admit that there has 
been a cause for it. We know that the New Jersey Medi- 
cal Society was the proud pioneer in the work of reclaim- 
ing the insane of New Jersey ; that a ‘committee from this 
body first brought the subject before the legislature of the 
state, and that a medical commission was appointed to the 
work for which others have since obtained renown ; but the 
truthfulness of the statistical table which this commission 
produced after arduous labor, was the means of enlighten- 
ing public sentiment, and awaking public sympathy, so that 
at last, the great end of the society’s efforts has been ac- 
complished. In its accomplishment, ’tis true, we have not 
received much courtesy; but three out of eleven managers of 
an institution organized for the treatment and cure of dis- 
ease, are physicians, while the medical heads.of the Asylum 
have not complied with the rules which regulate the prac- 
tice of “ physic and surgery”’ in all parts of the state. We 
do not mean to speak disrespectfully of these gentlemen: we 
entertain a high personal regard for both of them. We have 
received kindness and attention at their hands, which we 
shall be glad at any time to reciprocate, but we mention the 
fact as a cause for dissatisfaction with some valuable mem- 
bers of the medical profession in New Jersey. We wish the 
fact did not exist ; we hope it may not be long before the re- 
quisitions of the law may be complied with. Dr. Buttolph’s 
report is the medium of statistical information as to the state 
of health of the household, and under the head of “ general 
results and observations,’ the following paragraphs demand 
notice here. 

“The past has been a high! ear to the in- 
sieution.” One hundred and ph sm meses elassie have en- 
joyed the benefits of its care, of which number forty-four 


have been restored to reason and their friends; fourteen 
have been discharged as improved, two unimproved, and 
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nine died ; leaving one hundred and ten under treatment at 
the date of this report. 

“ No fatal epidemic disease or untoward accident has oc- 
curred during the year, to mark or mar its passage, and the 
number of recoveries have been so large as to encourage us 
to make increased efforts in behalf of the afflicted. 

“ During the prevalence of cholera in neighboring places, 
a marked epidemic tendency to affections of the digestive 
organs prevailed in the institution, but no death or ve 
alarming sickness of that character occurred. From the uni- 
form healthfulness of the members of our household, it is 
believed that no local causes of disease exist in the an 
borhood, and that persons here residing enjoy as favorable 
circumstances for health, as in any other situation. 

“The institution in its arrangements and fixtures, has 
proved to be admirably adapted for the convenience, classi- 
fication and comfort of its inmates; and in these respects, is 
justly entitled to rank among the best of modern construc- 
tion. For it, the friends of the insane and the citizens of the 
state generally, should entertain the highest regard, and 
yield to it their confidence and warmest support; it being 
alike creditable to the intelligence and philanthropy of the 
age and state that gave it being.” 

The success which has so far attended the government of 
this institution, is sufficient evidence of its usefulness to soci- 
ety. We have visited it several times, and have always 
felt proud of the state whose philanthropy has made such 
noble provision for its unfortunate citizens; and still more 
so of the profession, under the auspices of which, the treat- 
ment of insanity has been so wonderfully improved. We 
would heartily wish that every citizen of New Jersey could 
feel that the “ State Lunatic Asylum”? is the noblest monu- 
ment of benevolence whieh ever had a foundation in our 
soil ; and that all party bickerings, |jand sectional jealousies, 
might vanish in view of the important truth, that it offers 
for each of us a home, where we may meet with kindly care 
from sympathizing friends, should we be overtaken with the 
direst calamity that can befal human nature. 
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The Transactions of the American Medical Association, 
instituted 1847, vol.2. Philadelphia—Printed for the 
Association, by T. K. and P. G. Collins, 1849. 


The great size of the volume before us, will prevent any 
thing like a fair notice of its contents. It occupies, with in- 
dex, list of members, &c.,956 pages, and we shall only refer 
to portions of the reports, which in our judgment will prove 
most interesting to our readers. The report on Medical 
Sciences, by Dr. Yandell of Louisville, Ky., is the first of the 
series, and embraces an interesting account of the progress 
of the medical sciences at home and abroad, with notices of 
important jimprovements and discoveries in the different 
branches of our profession, and the collateral sciences, which 
have a direct bearing on medical knowledge and progress, 
The subject of etherization is treated more in detail than 
most others embraced in the report, on account of its novelty 
and general interest, as well as from the fact that a wide dif- 
ference of opinion exists in the profession, as to the propriety 
of its employment. We give an abstract of the views of 
the committee. A number of cases of etherization in tetanus, 
which resulted favorably, are reported, not only in the form 
of the disease which occurs after injuries, but in the idio- 
pathic variety of the disorder. 

Chloroform and ether in the convulsions of children, are 
highly spoken of, as important remedial agents : one case is 
mentioned of a child only five months old, where it was 
used with success, We may here state that we have recent- 
ly employed it in an infant not five weeks old, with the ef- 
fect of relieving violent convulsions ; the inhalation always 
cut short the spasm. 

Its use is also mentioned in chorea, mania, hysteria, puer- 
peral convulsions, and delirium tremens; several cases are 
mentioned, in which the spasms of cholera were mitigated 
under its use. In cholic, nephritis, and dysmemorrhea, 
this agent is said to have been highly useful where 
other remedies have failed to afford relief. In neuralgia, 











190 TRANS. AMERICAN MED. ASSOCIATION. 


the local application of the chloroform has proved highly 
beneficial, and in deep seated pains of the eye, even where 
large doses of opium were of little avail. Three cases of 
lumbago are reported, in which its application to the loins 
was followed by speedy reliet—its internal use is also favor- 
ably alluded to. The committee have also very properly por- 
trayed the dangers of these remedies. Some twelve cases of 
death, which are distinctly attributable to chloroform or 
ether, and a number of others more doubtful in their charac- 
ter, are reported by the committee. The Report concludes 
as follows: 


“When the practice had been pursued less than a year, 
Mr. Lawrence stated that the trials with ether in a single 
London Hospital had extended to between two and three 
thousand cases. One dentist in that city, up to the middle 
of July last, had administered anesthetics more than three 
thousand times. In a London lying-in hospital, chloroform 
has been resorted to in every case of labour since it was dis- 
covered. At Paris, Velpeau says no operation is performed 
in the hospitals without it ; that ‘the patients insist upon its 
use,’ and the surgeons could not reject it if they would. 
Assuming, as there are good grounds to believe, that the 
operations performed in that metropolis amount to more 
than a hundred a month, there have been, in that city alone, 
up to this time, three thousand persons subjected by the sur- 

on to the influence of anesthetics, It can hardly be 

oubted that the number far exceeds this, when it is remem- 
bered that, within this period, Paris has been twice the the- 
atre of bloody conflicts which have filled her hospitals with 
wounded soldiers and citizens. In all the provinces of 
France, moreover, these agents are in common use with the 
profession, and as the reports of success and failures for the 
most part find their way into the journals of the capital, it 
may be presumed that the casualties attending the practice 
have generally transpired. And the result is, that, of num- 
bers almost numberless, who have been its subjects, ten, per- 
haps fourteen, have died. So many have fallen victims to 
anesthesia in all Europe. 

The accidents from anesthesia in the United States have 
all resulted from the inhalation of chloroform. In Europe 
thirteen deaths have been attributed to that agent, and three 
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to the use of ether. Of the deaths from anesthetics, in all 
countries, thirteen have occurred in the hands of surgeons ; 
three have happened with dentists; and two have followed 
the breathing of chloroform for its pleasurable impressions. 
Not one has been reported in the hands of the physician or 
accoucher. 

From all the facts before us, it “a that these agents 
are capable of destroying life, though, in a vast majority of 
instances, they may be used with perfect safety; that chlo- 
roform, especially, is, to some constitutions, a prompt and 
certain poison, the more to be dreaded because, in the pre- 
sent state of our knowledge, we possess no antidote to its 
fatal powers. That they are by far our most potent and re- 
liable antispasmodics, and capable of varied and important 
therapeutical applications. That, in some cases, advantage 
is derived from a combination of chloroform and ether; and 
that, in some, where one has failed to secure anesthesia, the 
other will accomplish the end desired. That they act with 
most energy when taken through the lungs, in the shape of 
vapours; but that they may be administered with good ef- 
fect by the stomach, or applied locally for the relief of pain. 
That chloroform should be used with great caution, and 
only by professional men; that care, during its inhalation, 
should be taken to secure a due admixture of atmospherical 
air with its vapour; and that its inhalation ought to be sus- 
pended as soon as insensibility is obtained. That, finally, 
with all the drawbacks upon them, anesthetics form a most 
precious contribution to the resources of our art.’ 


The report on Practical Medicine, by Dr. Condie, of Phi- 
ladelphia, is confined “to a notice of the epidemic diseases 
which have occurred during the past year.’”? Typhus or 
ship fever has prevailed to a greater extent than usual in 
most of our large seaport towns. Erysipelas has been quite 
prevalent ; in some localities it has assumed an epidemic 
form, the most extensive of which were in portions of 
the eastern and western states; and the febrile exanthe- 
mata prevailed very extensively in many sections of [the 
country. The report states, however, that the most “widely 
extended epidemic of the past year was unquestionably that 
of dysentery.”’ “In one or more sections of the U. States, 
cerebro-spinal meningitis made its appearance as an epide- 
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mic.’””’ The details of this epidemic in Alabama, though 
very interesting, are too lengthy to admit of any extended 
notice. It also occurred in the towns of Millbury and Sutton, 
Massachusetts. Dr. Stone,of Auburn, who writes upon the 
subject, states that every case, amounting in all to nineteen 
or twenty, proved fatal. “No plan of treatment has as yet 
been attended with any success, either in arresting its pro- 
gress, or modifying its character.”” The yellow fever visit- 
ed New Orleans again last year, though it was declared by 
the Board of Health, “that it had not assumed an epidemic 
character.”” It appeared also at the Quarantine station, 
New York. In Natchez, Mississippi, it also existed in a 
mild form. The latter part of the report is occupied with a 
narration of the history of the cholera epidemic—the chief 
incidents of which are already before the public. With the 
report are presented three communications from New Jer- 
sey, which are printed in full—the first from Dr. Garrison, 
of Swedesborough, on the prevalent diseases of that neigh- 
borhood during the past year; the second and third from 
Dr. J. Fithian, of Woodbury, on the bilious fever, and ery- 
sipelas of the respiratory mucus membrane. 

In the report on Surgery, by Dr. Smith, of Baltimore, the 
subject of etherization is ably discussed as to its applicability 
in surgical cases. The merits of sulphhuric ether, and chlo- 
roform appear to be fairly compared, and Dr. Smith gives 
the preference to the latter. The following extract from the 
report will convey the opinions of some of our most eminent 
surgeons on the subject : 


“Dr. Paul Eve, the distinguished Professor of Surgery, in 
the Medical College of Georgia, furnishes a table of ‘fihy. 
four cases, in which chloroform was exclusively employed, 
with the most gratifying results. Four of these cases were 
of lithotomy. In some the anesthetic influence was insufli- 
cient, and in others too profound ; but nothing otherwise 
untoward occurred. 

“The chairman of this committee has administered chlo- 
roform to the degree of complete insensibility, no less than 
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thirty-five times, to one individual, a delicate lady, in a case 
of periodical tonic spasm. Nothing unpleasant has resulted 
in any instance, further than occasional temporary, nervous 
prostration. The same individual has had recourse to this 
agent, in operative surgery, about fifty times; in all in- 
stances without any untoward results. 

“In a recent case of lithotomy on an idiot, a powerful 
young man, the operation could scarcely have been accom- 
plished without its aid, owing to his determined resistance. 
He was rendered perfectly manageable by its use ; no shock 
resulted, and his recovery was accomplished in two weeks. 

Professor Mott, although foremost in the bold enterprises 
which have distinguished American surgery, does not hesi- 
tate to declare, that he has recently successfully performed 
operations which he would not have hazarded without the 
aid of this agent. 

“ Professor Parker, of New York, informs us that he de- 
cidedly prefers chloroform to ether. ‘The action of these 
two agents,’ he says, ‘is, I think, similar, but they stand in 
the relation of laudanum and paregoric to each other.’ 

“ Professor Mussey, of the Medical College of Cincinnati, 
informs us that he has employed the chloroform in a hun- 
dred cases, without witnessing a bad result in a single in- 
stance. He decidedly prefers it to ether. 

“Dr. D. M. Reese, resident Physician of the Bellevue 
Hospital, generally dreading too profound anesthesia from 
pure chloroform, employs a mixture of chloroform and ether, 
equal parts. Occasionally, however, he has been compelled 
to have recourse to the pure chloroform, before sufficient 
insensibility could be obtained. He has witnessed no disas- 
trous consequences from its use. 

“Professor Gilbert, of Gettysburg, also employs a com- 
pound of these agents, but in the proportions of one of chlo- 
roform to seven of ether. His practice is founded on the 
belief, that chloroform is a sedative agent, and ether, stimu- 
lating. His experience in its use has been happy. 

“ We should state that Prof. Knight, who is associated 
with us on this committee, does not fully concur with us on 
this point, preferring ether as an anesthetic, dreading the 
too powerful effects of chloroform. 

“ But our limits will not permit us to collate the reports, 
which on this subject, teem in the periodicals, both domestic 
and foreign; and we have been obliged to omit the names 
of many, who have signalized themselvés.in this department 
of surgery. 

25 
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“Contemplating all the facts which, in relation to the use 
of anesthetic agents, have been contributed during the past 
year, your committee congratulate the Association, on the 
great progress which has been made, in establishing profes- 
sional and public confidence in these extraordinary agents, 
and on the vast benefit which is likely to result to mankind, 
from this achievement of science and humanity. To them 
the recorded experience of surgeons, at home and abroad, 
appears abundantly to justify the following conclusions. 

“1st. The means of generally rendering patients insensi- 
ble to the pain of surgical operations, so long a desideratum, 
have at length been furnished in the anesthetic agents sul- 
phuric ether, chloroform, and chloric ether. 

«2d. The employment of these agents for obviating pain 
in most severe surgical operations is now not only justifia- 
ble, but the imperative duty of surgeons; and, indeed, we 
may almost adopt the language of Prof. Miller, before the 
Medico.-Chirurg. Soc. of Edinburgh, that ‘no one among 
his surgical friends, would deem himself justified, morally 
or professionally, in now operating upon a patient in a wak- 
ing and sensitive state.’ 

“3d. Of the anwsthetic agents, chloroform is decidedly the 
most efficient and facile of respiration ; but, being most pow- 
erful, is, at the same time, most dangerous, when incau- 
tiously employed. 

“4th. In formidable and painful operations, chloroform 
not only obviates pain, but contributes to the safety of the 
patient, by preventing shock, and the irritation which is the 
antecedent and to a certain extent the cause of inflamma- 
tion. 

“5th. The use of chloroform is inadmissible in trivial cases, 
because the danger from its use is greater than that from 
the operation. All must admit that, of the two objects to 
be held in view in a surgical operation, safety and immunity 
from pain, the former is the more important. 

“6th. In regard to circumstances under which chloroform 
should be employed, we adopt the conclusions of the French 
Academy. ‘It should not be used when there exists any 
disease of the heart, any aneurism near the heart, any threat- 
ening dyspnea, any tendency to engorgement of lungs or 
brain. Care must be taken that, during the inhalation, at- 
mospheric air be sufficiently mixed with the o sane of chlo- 
roform, and that respiration be carried on freely, The in- 


halation should be suspended as soon as insensibility is ob- 
tained.’ 
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“7th. The best vehicle for the administration of chloro- 
form or ether, is a handkerchief or of loose texture, 
through which the atmosphere may be copiously inhaled.” 

The use of gutta percha is also mentioned as a substitute 
for the starch bandage in the treatment of fractures, though 
no reports upon its employment from American surgeons 
have as yet been presented, except by Drs. Smith and Wil- 
tenberger, of Baltimore, both of whom speak favorably of 
it. Dr. C. A. Pope, of St. Louis University, has employed 
collodion in the treatment of fractures in children : a strip of 
lint, he says, saturated with it, makes a convenient splint. 
The same gentleman has also tested “ Jarvis’ Adjuster,” for 
reducing fractures and dislocations, and found it not to an- 
swer his expectations ; and the experience of the writer of 
the report fully concurs with that of Dr. Pope. We have 
not space to notice further this interesting report. 

The report of the committee on obstetrics, by Dr. Gilman, 
of New York, notices first, a few “subjects connected with 
the diseases of the non-pregnant female,” among which are 
certain uterine displacements, and congestions and inflam- 
mations of the os and cervix uteri. The use of the specu- 
lum is warmly advocated, as affording the only positive 
means of correct diagnosis in the hidden diseases of the ute- 
rus, and the introduction of the instrument is claimed as an 
“ jmportant triumph of our art.”” The operation for the 
permanent cure of complete prolapsis uteri, which consists 
in the destruction with the knife, or actual cautery, of two 
or three longitudinal strips of the vaginal wall, is recom- 
mended as deserving of “more frequent and extended trials 
than it has yet received.” The operation for occlusion of 
the vagina, as performed by Dr. A. P. Hayne, of Charleston, 
S. C., is also recommended. 


“The adhesions of the vaginal wall were broken up by 
the persevering use of compressed sponge, and at the end of 
ten weeks the canal became pervious, and the retained men- 
strual fluid, which had been collecting for more than a year, 
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was discharged ; the patient did perfectly well. This ope- 
ration, if hereafter found effectual, has obvious advantages; 
on the one hand, over the use of the knife, as avoiding the 
great danger of cutting into the bladder or rectum; and on 
the other, over the operation by laceration, practised by 
Amussat, as inflicting much less pain, and producing 
less local and constitutional irritation. It deserves to be 
kept in mind as an available means of relieving cases of 
great danger and difficulty.” 

The subject of detaching the placenta from the uterine 
wall, in cases of placenta previa, is presented and ably dis- 
cussed : the practice has been recently introduced by Prof. 
Simpson, of Edinburgh. It is advocated by Prof. S. on three 
distinct grounds. 

“Ist. The old plan, of rupturing the membranes and 
turning the child, has been, according to recorded expe- 
rience, singularly unsuccessful, one in three of the mothers 
perishing, and the proportion of children saved being incon- 
siderable. 

“2d. In not a few cases, the rigidity of the os and cervix 
uteri renders the operation of turning exceedingly difficult ; 
indeed, almost impossible ; and, when performed under such 
circumstances, it is nearly always and of necessity fatal. 

“3d. The detachment of the placenta will, in the vast ma- 
jority of cases, immediately and effectually check the hem- 
orrhage.”’ 

To the second proposition some exception is taken by the 
committee, though its truth is not denied. It is believed that 
“bleeding in quantities far below what is lostin placenta 
previa, is found in practice, so certainly, and so universally 
to remove rigidity” that there must be a state of the paris 
very different from their ordinary condition, to make the 
operation of turning “ exceedingly difficult,” viz: an unde- 
veloped cervix; as is the case in premature labor. When 
this condition exists, the committee consider the operation to 
be valuable, and are disposed to confine it to such cases. 
The third proposition is fully admitted, and upon the evi- 
dence of facts which sustain it, must stand the new practice, 
as there is abundant proof of the fact, that hemorrhage 
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in placenta previa is materially checked by detaching the 
placental mass from the uterine wall. A considerable part 
of this report is also occupied with the subject of anesthesia 
in labor, and particularly in operative midwifery. After an 
impartial review of the whole matter, the dangers and the 
advantages being fairly considered, it is dismissed with the 
following observations : 


“The use of anesthetics, in operative midwifery, is dé- 
fended not alone because they prevent physical pain, though 
that is a great advantage, pain always increasing the danger, 
and sometime directly destroying life, but because they fa- 
cilitate the operation. The extent to which the resistance 
of the patient impedes our efforts is known to all, None, 
but those who have had personal experience, can adequate- 
ly appreciate the advantage of having a patient, throughout 
a long and painful operation, perfectly passive. 

“ The committe confidently believe that the operation is, 
in this way, robbed of half its difficulties. But this removal 
of obstacles from the path of the operator, though the com- 
mittee have been led somewhat accidentally to mention it 
first, is not the chief recommendation of the practice; the 
recorded experience of Channing and others goes far to 
prove that the patient’s chance of recovery is substantially 
increased, when she is saved the hour of agony. How, in- 
deed, can it be otherwise? Who that has seen the ether- 
ized patient, after a severe and protracted operation, rouse 
from a state of unconsciousness, as from a refreshing sleep, 
and receive the announcement that all is over with a smile 
of wondering joy; who that has seen this, and compared it 
with the condition of her to whom this great boon has been 
denied, and who, after cries and screams of agony, and 
struggles that would not be controlled, has sunk sobbing 
and shuddering into a state of utter nervous exhaustion ; 
who that has seen this, can doubt, that, under such circum- 
stances, the chances of recovery are augmented by anesthe- 
sia? The committee deliberately believe that they are; and 
that, in the more severe obstetric operations, not only may 
anesthetics be rightfully given, but that they may not be 
rightfully withheld.” 

So much space has been already occupied with a notice 
of the work before us, that we cannot devote any more time 


just now, to researches among its pages ; suffice it to say, 
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that it is replete with valuable and varied information upon 
most subjects connected with medical science, and that it 
ought to be in the library of every physician who desires to 
keep pace with the current experience of medical writers, 
and to preserve an upward tendency in the constantly im- 
proving character of the profession. 





Report of the Pennsylvania Hospital for the Insane, for 
the year 1849. By Thomas S, Kirkbride, M. D., Physi- 
cian to the Institution, 


The annual visitation of Dr. Kirkbride’s report is always 
acceptable; the one before us presents the institution over 
which he superintends, in a state of unprecedented prosperi- 
ty, additions have been made to the buildings, and a 
“ patients cottage,’”’ a “ ladies summer house,” and a “ mu- 
seum and reading room”’ have been erected, separately from 
the main building. Engravings of these improvements em- 
bellish the report. The following paragraph is all that we 
have room to extract; it shows the view, past, present, and 
prospective, entertained of its capacity for usefulness, by Dr. 
Kirkbride. 

“In closing this, the ninth annual report, which it has 
been my duty to make to your board, it is no small satis- 
faction to be able to look back upon the past course of the 
institution, steadily increasing, as it has, in prosperity and 
usefulness, and now about to commence its tenth year, with 
a degree of efficiency greater than it has ever before 
ed—its accommodations more extensive, and much improv- 
ed in character—all its wards filled with patients, and, it is 
hoped, with a hold upon the pathies of that community 
which has heretofore so liberally cherished it, that will lead 
to a steady increase of its resources, which, large as they 
may be, will ever find objects enough, to render aid to whom 
will be an act of the purest benevolence.” 
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Summary of the Transactions of the College of Physi- 
cians of Philadelphia, from Nov. 6, 1849, to January 
15, 1850, inclusive. 


There is a great deal of interest in the last report of the 
proceedings of the College of Physicians of Philadelphia, 
though our space will not admit ofa very extended notice of 
it. An obituary notice of the late Dr. Thomas T. Hewson, 
was presented and read by Dr. Bache, at one of the meet- 
ings, and five hundred copies ordered to be printed for cir- 
culation. 


“ Thomas Tickell Hewson was born in London, on the 
9th of April, 1773. He was the second son of William Hew- 
son, the celebrated anatomist and physiologist, who died of 
fever, occasioned by a wound received in dissection, on the 
Ist of May, 1774, in the thirty-fifth year of his age, when 
the subject of this notice was but one year old. His mother 
was Mary Stevenson, daughter of Mrs. Margaret Stevenson, 
a widow lady, in whose house Dr. Franklin resided, while 
in London, as agent of the colony of Pennsylvania. She 
was a woman of cultivated mind and fine judgment. It was 
her | aay fortune to enjoy the friendship of Dr, Franklin to 
the day of his death; and her published correspondence 
with him evinces as well the extent of her acquirements, as 
the elegance of her style. 

“In March, 1781, at the age of eight years, young Hew- 
son entered the school of William Gilpin, at Cheam, near 
London, where he received the rudiments of his education, 
and where he continued to reside until the summer of 1786, 
with the exception of five months in the winter 1784-85, 
which he spent with Dr. Franklin at Passy. He showed 
much aptitude for learning, and was called “little inquisi- 
tive Tom,” and “all soul and no body.’? His mother, writ- 
=< a friend in September, 1783, remarks of him that ‘he 
bids fair, by the powers of his mind, to do honor to his 
name ; for he outstrips all his competitors in learning.’ In 
the summer of 1776, Mrs. Hewson removed to America 
with her children, and soon after her arrival, Thomas enter- 
ed the Junior 5 of wei if Philadelphia, afterwards 
the University of Pennsylvania. He was prepared to grad- 
uate in 1788, but remained another year, in compliance with 
the advice of Dr. Ewing, the Provost of the College, who 
wished him to postpone his graduation on account of his 
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youth. In July, 1789, he took the degree of Bachelor of 
Arts, speaking at the commencement with much applause, 
and immediately afterwards he began his medical studies 
with Dr. John Foulke. After having pursued his studies 
for nearly five years in Philadelphia, he returned to England 
in June, 1794, and, in the month of September following, 
entered St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, as one of the two house 
surgeons. In November, 1795, he went to Edinburgh, 
where he remained until July, 1796, when private business 
compelled him to return to London. In that city he was 
detained until July, 1800, when he returned to America. 
During his absence abroad, he had the misfortune to lose 
his mother, who died on the 14th of October, 1795, at Bris- 
tol, Pennsylvania, in the fifty-seventh year of her age.” 


A period of eleven years was thus embraced in a course 
of medical and surgical studies, after which, he entered upon 
the practice of his profession, in Philadelphia. He served 
as physician to the Walnut street prison,-as one of the sur- 
geons of the Philadelphia alms-house, and as physician to the 
Orphan asylum. During the epidemic prevalence of the 
yellow fever in 1820, Drs. Hewson and Chapman offered 
their services to the Board of Health, to attend the yellow 
fever hospital. In 1822, he established a private school, 
where he delivered an annual course of lectures on anato- 
my. In 1832, he was chosen a member, and elected presi- 
dent of the “ Cholera Medical Board,” in which capacity he 
visited daily the city hospitals, and was ever ready to afford 
assistance when his services were required. He served also, 
as consulting surgeon to the Philadelphia Dispensary, for 
many years. At the time of his death, he was president of 
the College of Physicians, which office he filled with a dig- 
nity and urbanity of manners which is still fresh in the mem- 
ory of his surviving fellows. Dr. Hewson left no formal pub- 
lication of his several treatises, though he contributed fre- 
quently to the medical periodicals of his day. 

« For the last three years of his life, Dr. Hewson suffered 
from uneasiness about the neck of the bladder, which caused 
the motion of his carriage to give him considerable pain. 
From time to time, especially after fatigue or exposure to 


OO OT Ee = ae 


COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS OF PHILADELPHIA. 201 


sudden changes of temperature, his usual symptoms were 
aggravated, and he suffered painful attacks, attended with 
hematuria. The chief cause of his sufferings was ascer- 
tained to be an enlargement of the prostate, which, in con- 
nexion with the morbid condition of the bladder, sufficient- 
ly explained his symptoms, About two weeks before his 
death, he was seized with an attack of his disease, more se- 
vere than on any previous occasion. Thirty-six hours be- 
fore dissolution, he became somewhat comatose ; but up to 
that time his intellect had been perfectly unclouded; and 
though fully aware of the approach of death, he manifested 
the most perfect calmness and resignation. The fatal event 
took place on the 17th day of February, 1848, in the seven- 
ty-fifth year of his age, after an honorable career of profes- 
sional exertion of nearly fifty years.’ 


At one of the meetings of the college, an interesting dis- 
cussion occurred on the subject of pulmonary consumption, 
its pathology, treatment, and curability. Dr. Roifrey of 
Paris, who was present by invitation, was requested to give 
his views upon the subject. 


“Dr. Roifrey remarked, that he found the views of the 
medical men of Philadelphia, in relation to consumption, 
more advanced, and more in accordance with what he con- 
sidered sound practical experience, than those entertained 
by physicians elsewhere. In Paris there were still many 
practitioners who regard phthisis as an inflammatory disease, 
and bag their patients confined to their rooms on low 
diet. Medicines are still in vogue, such as iodine, digitalis, 
&c., which can produce only a temporary effect upon the 
symptoms without touching the source of the disease ; they 
cannot improve the nutrition of the body, which is the grand 
object to be aimed at. In France, Dr. R’s. opinions on this 
disease were considered iar, but here he finds them 
preeaite and amply confirmed by the experience of the 
eading members of the profession. 

“ Dr. Riofrey referred to a series of on consump- 
tion by the late Dr. Joseph Parrish, which were published 
in ark _ Be! the ni aecarys Medical and 
Surgi ournal. papers upon as present- 
ing the most correct views in relation to the pathology and 
treatment of the disease in question.”’ 
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of inflammation, is discarded ; they are held to be the result 
of insufficient nutrition, &c.; an intimate relation is shown to 
exist between scrofula and consumption, and the importance 
of favoring the appearance of external scrofula, rather than 
dispersing it by local applications, is given as one means of 
diverting the disease from the lungs; while by improving 
the nutrition, by free exercise in pure air, good diet, &c., 
much may be done to eradicate the tendency to phthisis. 

“In his investigations into the curability of consumption, 
a subject which has occupied much of his attention of late 
years, Dr. R. has found that all the recoveries from the dis- 
ease have taken place under an invigorating plan, having 
for its object the improvement of the nutrition. It is upon 
this principle that the cod liver oil acts. It is an aliment 
easily assimilated, and gives to the constitution the elements 
which are wanting. Dr. Riofrey was among the first phy- 
sicians to employ this article in consumption. He com- 
menced its use in London, in 1835, from having heard of its 
good effects through Dr. Pearson, of that city, who was 
using it in chronic rheumatism with great advantage. Its 
utility in scrofulous complaints, was first inferred, from the 
fact of the liver of the cod, being extensively employed as a 
domestic remedy in these affections in some of Ger- 
many. Mothers there give it to delicate children, without 
the advice of the physician, and find that they grow fat un- 
der its use. As the liver of the cod contains a amount 
of oil, it was inferred that its remedial powers were attribu- 
table to it, and hence the oil was extracted and brought into 
general use,” 


The remarks of several Fellows are reported as favoring 
this doctrine, and Dr. Riofrey stated in addition to the quo- 
tation already noticed with reference to cod liver oil, that it 
was not simply as a medicine, but as an alimentation, that 
he recommended its use ; “he did not believe it was the 
small portion of bromine or iodine contained in it, which 
rendered it useful, but rather its capacity of being rapidly 
assimilated, and of making fat.” 

We must desist from any further extracts from this valu- 
able work : time and want of space admonishes us to do so. 
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EDITORIAL. 


SCIENTIFIC MEDICINE versus QUACKERY. 


As petitions from several sections of the state, were present- 
ed to our last legislature, for the repeal of the medical law, 
it becomes us briefly to notice the subject in our journal, 
These attacks upon the welfare of the community emanate 
generally from those who are interested, not in the science of 
medicine, not in the health and prosperity of our citizens, 
not in the stability of our institutions, but in the success of 
their own private plans, and in the overthrow of customs 
which have contributed largely to the preservation of the 
people from imposition and fraud, from the time of our pro- 
vincial existence. The petty medical schools of other states, 
where there are no legal restrictions to impose any sort of 
qualification upon either teachers, or pupils, turn out year 
after year, scores of graduates in medicine, who, failing 
in ability to compete with intelligent and conscientious 
practitioners, and wanting in honest principle to confess 
their ignorance, adopt such names as our laws do not re- 
eognize, and then ask our legislators to frame a _ statute to 
legalize their ignorance, and confirm their pretended compe- 
tency. We venture to assert, that 'no man, who by a course 
of protracted study, has qualified himself to enter the field of 
medical practice, and who has graduated fairly and honora- 
bly in a medical college of any reputation, will feel afraid 
to meet a New Jersey board of examiners; not one but 
would feel himself fortified by additional authority to prac- 
tice his calling in our midst, by procuring a “license” 
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from the only acknowledged medical authority among us. 
If it is pretended that the usual course of instruction in anat- 
omy, physiology, chemistry, materia medica, surgery, obste- 
trics, &c., is not necessary to qualify a homeopathic, botan- 
ic, or eclectic doctor, to practice medicine, then do they dis- 
arm themselves at once of the means of obtaining public con- 
fidence. If on the other hand, they admit such a course of 
instruction to be necessary, and have complied with it, why 
do they shrink from the legal test—the application of which 
is necessary to ensure legal protection. It is asserted then, 
without fear of contradiction, that these petitions are origina- 
ted by men who are ignorant of the true principles of medi- 
cal science, (it may be otherwise with a few who are actu- 
ated by prejudice or selfish motives,) and that being indus- 
triously circulated, they are signed by those who are still 
more ignorant of what are the necessary qualifications for a 
safe practitioner of medicine. The people, we know, will 
judge for themselves; they make up their minds, that this 
or that system is the most likely to ensure their recovery 
when sick, and adopt their choice. The right to do this, 
is granted of course; but the science of medicine is 
purely demonstrative, and hence, a judgment of its true 
character cannot be founded upon any other basis than that 
of demonstration. The people cannot, in the nature of things, 
possess this means of discriminating between the true and 
false ; hence their judgment is necessarily defective, and 
though it may sometimes be true as the result of observa- 
tion and induction, it cannot be really correct without a 
course of careful study. 

Physicians who are properly educated in the science of 
medicine, whether they be of this, or that notion, in regard 
to its practical application, will have no fear of a fair exam- 
ination, upon the principles and basis of the science; and 
whenever those who pretend to be qualified, shrink from an 
investigation by a legally constituted board, it is fair to judge 
that they know themselves to be deficient in that knowledge, 
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the possession of which is absolutely necessary to constitute 
a safe practitioner of medicine, whether he appears before 
the public as a Homeopathist, a Thomsonian, or one of the 
new school of Eclectics. If this position is denied by those 
who desire the repeal of the medical law, then do they a- 
bandon the position that their several systems are based 
upon scientific principles, and assume the doctrine which 
we believe to be true, that they are pursuing a mere trade, 
for the sake of gain. 





COLLODION, AND COLLODIUM CANTHARIDAL. 


CotLopiow.—We acknowledge the receipt, from our bro- 
ther,tEdward Parrish, Apothecary, N. W. corner Ninth and 
Chestnut Sts. Philadelphia, of a specimen of Collodion, of his 
preparation, which possesses the adhesive and contractile pro- 
perty of that article in a marked degree. It is made accord- 
ing to the most approved formula; that, adopted we believe, 
by the Philadelphia College of Pharmacy, and incorporated 
in the revised edition of the U. S. Pharmacopaia, to be pre- 
sented by the College to the ensuing meeting of the National 
Pharmaceutical Convention, to be held in Washington. 


Cottoprum CanrHaripat.—This is a preparation for 
blistering,—blistering Collodion. It is prepared by treating 
powdered Spanish flies, with ether, by the displacement pro- 
cess, so as to form a concentrated solution of cantharadin ;— 
in this, a proper proportion of prepared cotton, which is the 
base of collodion, is dissolved. It renders the solution viscid, 
and imparts to it, its peculiar adhesive property. All that is 
necessary to produce vesciation with this article, is to paint 
it over the surface to be blistered; after the lapse of about 
the usual time for a common blistering plaster, the full effect 
will be produced. We have used it, and find it to answer 
the purpose admirably ; the convenience of its application, 
no cloth, adhesive strips or bandages being required to keep 
it in its place, as well as its extreme portability, recommend 
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it as preferable to the ordinary blistering ointment, It may 
be applied to any part of the body without the fear of being 
rubbed off, by position, or the friction of clothing. And if it 
be required to produce speedy vescication, it can be readily 
accomplished by covering the part immediately, with oiled 
silk, or other similar material, by which the evaporation of 
ether is prevented, and the rapidity of its operation increas- 
ed. We would recommend it to the practitioner in the 
country as a much more portable, and less disagreeable ar- 
ticle to carry about his person, than the common blistering 
salve. 





TILDEN & CO,’8 MEDICINAL EXTRACTS, 

We have received from Tilden & Co., of New Lebanon, 

New York,a package of medicinal extracts of very fine 
quality, which we take pleasure in noticing, especially as 
they are productions of our own country. , As many of our 
readers are aware, we have been indebted to English Phar- 
maceutists for our best medicinal extracts, until a very re- 
eent period. 
. The firm of Tilden & Co. we believe, were the first to pro- 
duce certain kinds of extracts of unexceptionable quality, on 
this side the Atlantic, and we hope their enterprize will be 
well repaid. A pharmaceutical friend informs us that the 
difficulty attendant upon the inspissation of vegetable juices, 
disposing them to decompose and become insoluble and 
compartively inert, is mainly due, to too great an elevation of 
temperature during the process, and to the oxidizing influ- 
ence of the atmosphere when present. 

The construction of an apparatus for evaporation in vacuo, 
is then a desideratum in an establishment for the maunfacture 
of vegetable extracts, and it is for this improvement that Til- 
den & Co. are deserving of encouragement. The juices are 
pressed from the fresh plant, together with an alcoholic in- 
fusion of the pulpy mass left; after submitting the plant to 
pressure, it is placed in a large air-tight boiler,connected with 
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an air pump, worked by steam power, and the atmosphere 
being exhausted, and a heat of about 100° to 180° being ap- 
plied to the boiler by means of steam pipes, the whole liquid 
boils violently, and the vapour being condensed, is drawn 
off by appropriate arrangements; so that by this means a 
very thick liquid is obtained, which is then exposed in shal- 
low dishes, in a good draft of dry air, until sufficiently in- 
spissated to be thrown into commerce. 

The Extracts thus obtained, are found to contain the ac- 
tive principles of the plant unaltered, their chief disadvan- 
tage being, that they are too thin to form a pillular mass 
without a further inspissation, or the addition of some extra- 
neous matter ;—as in most cases the dose of these extracts is 
small, this difficulty is easily overcome, and as the tendency 
of the extract upon being kept, is to get harder, it is not so 
objectionable as the other extreme, when accomplished by 
prolonging the application of heat so as to dissipate some of 
the volatile principles. One of the finest ot the specimens 
sent is the extract of Conium, which possesses the peculiar 
odor of its volatile active ingredient, in a degree that we 
have never before observed. We are informed that this, 
and the other narcotic extracts have been fully tried, and 
found very efficient preparations, which is more than can be 
said for most specimens in ordinary nse. 

C. D. Knight, N. Sixth Street, below Arch, is the Phila- 
delphia Agent. They may also be obtained of E. Parrish, 
corner of Ninth and Chestnut Streets, Philadelphia. 





THE BENEVOLENT FUND. 

The able report, read by Dr. Gibbon, of Salem, at the late 
semi-annual meeting of the New Jersey Medical Society, 
and published in the last number of this Journal, on the sub- 
ject of “establishing a fund for the relief of the families of 
such regularly licensed physicians throughout the State, as 
niay hereafter die in indigent circumstances,” is before the 
profession. The committee to whom the subject was en- 
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trusted, have clearly shown that such a measure was prac- 
ticable; and as the matter will be brought up for discussion, 
and probably for decision, at the ensuing annual meeting, it 
is desirable that Fellows, and delegates should go prepared 
to act upon it; we therefore take the liberty of bringing it to 
their notice. Of the propriety of establishing the fund, we 
cannot think there will exist a doubt—but whether the pro- 
posed charity shall be incorporated with the medical society, 
or organized as a separate institution, is the question to be 
settled. Each view of the case has its advocates. To re- 


move the objection which existed in the fact, that in the © 


charter of the society, no powers are granted for the estab- 
lishment of such a fund, a supplement has been appended 
to it, by the last legislature, which gives the right, should it 
be deemed expedient to exercise it. 





NEW MEDICAL PUBLICATIONS. 


The St. Louis Probe—A new monthly, of twenty-four 
pages, comes to us in a neat unpretending form, and has 
won our friendship. We are glad to welcome it among our 
exchanges. It is edited by A. J. Coons, M. D. and John R. 
Atkinson, M.D. We hope the gentlemen who have un- 
dertaken the editorial charge of the Journal may have no 
reason to regret it, while we have no doubt that their sub- 
scribers will be amply compensated in the quality and 
amount of information, thrown before them. 

The Northern Lancet and Gazette of Legal Medicine.— 
Two numbers of this journal, edited by Francis J. D’Avig- 
non, M. D. and Horace Nelson, M. D., have reached us. 
“Truth without fear,” is the motto which appears upon the 
title page. In addition to varied intelligence upon numer- 
ous scientific subjects, there will be a department allotted to 
“memoirs of celebrated European and American Physi- 
cians.’’ It will be issued monthly at one dollar per annum. 
We enroll it among our exchanges. 








ECLECTIC DEPARTMENT. 





Observations on Collodion, in the Treatment of Skin Dis- 
eases. By Erxasmus Wiitson.—(Lancet, Nov. 1848.) 


“Tt is now about four months since a solution of gun-cot< 
ton in sulphuric ether (collodion) was placed in my hands 
by Messrs. Bell, of Oxford street, and since I first proceeded 
to employ it in the treatment of cutaneous diseases. I was 
at that time much interested in the medical progress of a 
young lady (the daughter of a physician in the west of En- 
gland) who had been suffering for many years with scrofu- 
lous ulceration in various parts of the body. She had been 
under my care for several months, and the sores were much 
improved, but they were, nevertheless, very far from being 
healed. The diseased skin had the appearance of being 
worm-eaten, its hollows were filled with pus, which bur- 
rowed under the surface, and it was, moreover, thickened 
and congealed. By the constitutional treatment which I had 
pursued, I had, to a considerable degree, corrected the pyo- 
genic tendency of her system; but I felt the want of a local 
remedy that would serve as an impermeable covering to the 
surface—in fact, take the place of the lost epidermis, and act 
the part of an artificial scarf-skin. I had tried vulcanized 
caoutchouc spread with adhesive plaster, gutta percha, ni- 
trate of silver, astringent solutions, ointments, and pressure 
by bandage, in vain—the remedy was not yet found. 1 was 
revolving this difficulty in my mind when the collodion was 
put into my hand. The bearer of the little bottle may re- 
member my exclamation, “that was exactly the thing I 
wanted.”’ 

On the next visit of my patient, I removed the dressings 
from the sores, and pencilled them over with the new agent, 
which covered the surface with a powerful adhesive film, 
about the thickness of gold-beaters’ skin, and effectually re- 
presented the lost scarf skin. A piece of dry,soft linen was 
the only additional covering required, and she left me, much 
delighted at the abandonment of the local applications and 
bandages. This young lady has since continued to apply 
the collodion herself, night and morning, until the present 
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time, when the sores are nearly well, and the congestion 
and scrofulous thickening of the skin almost gone. 

From careful observation of the effects of collodion in this 
case, I found it to possess four important properties—namely, 

First. That of a mild stimulant. 

Second. That of an efficient substitute for the natural 
scarf-skin. 

Third. That of a mechanical compress. 

Fourth. That of an adhesive glue, from which quality it 
derives its name. 

First. As a mild stimulant, it is fitted to exert a local al- 
terative action on the congested capillaries of a chronic ul- 
ceration, and give activity to the healing process. 

Second. In its character of a substitute for the absent 
scarf-skin, it is transparent, plain, and more or less imper- 
meable, according to the thickness of the layer that may 
seem to be required. 

Third. Its most remarkable property, as it seems to me, 
is the contraction which occurs during the dessication of the 
collodion, and which produces a local pressure of considera- 
ble power on the surface to which it is applied. Thus, in 
the case above related, the congestion of the thickened skin 
was relieved by the varnish-like film of collodion spread 
upon its surface, by means of a camels-hair brush, as com- 

etely as if a nicely adjusted bandage had been placed over 
it. In another instance, I found a film of collodion entirely 
remove a purple congestion (resulting from imperfect circu- 
lation) from the tip of the nose, in a lady who had long suf- 
fered from the annoyance. In a third case, in which the 
fingers of an elderly lady were congested and blue, and the 
congestion was attended by pain and throbbing, like that 
which accompanies chilblains, the collodion produced so 
much contraction as to render their tips white and bloodless, 
and I was obliged to discontinue the application in conse- 
quence. 

Fourthly. The glue-like property of thecollodion is evinced 
in its adhesion of cut surfaces, a property which is much in- 
creased by the contraction above mentioned. When em- 
ployed with the purpose of keeping together the edges ofan 
incision, a piece of cambric or thin linen rag should be dip- 

in the solution, and placed along the line of incision, 
after the cut edges have been adjusted and enna * dried, 
perfect dryness of the skin being a ition to 
the adhesion of the solution. From the rapidity with which 
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the solution dries, and its perfect adhesive power, collodion 
is likely to occupy an important place among the “adjuvan- 
tia”’ of surgical practice. : 

The diseases of the skin in which I have hitherto used the 
collodion with advantage are, chronic erythema of the face ; 
interrigo; chapped nipples and chapped hands; herpes labia- 
lis, preputialis, and herpes zoster ; lichen agrius; lupus non 
exedens and exedens; acne vulgaris; and several affections 
of the sebiparous organs. In chronic erythema of the face, 
its contracting power was most usefully evinced, as it was” 
also in lupus non exedens and acne. 

In a troublesome case of chapped hands and fingers, re- 
sulting from chronic lichen agrius, the collodion acted, not 
merely as a protective covering, but also promoted the heal- 
ing of the cracks more quickly than the remedies I have 
been in the habit of employing. Inchapped nipples, it was 
even more efficient in its protective and curative action, and 
seemed, in the two instances in which I used it, to work a 
charm upon the painful skin. The gaping cracks were in- 
stantly drawn together and almost obliterated by the con- 
tracting power of the remedy, and were effectually shielded 
from the influence of moisture and pressure of the gums of 
the infant, and all this, in consequence of the rapid evapora- 
tion of the ether, in an instant of time. In another point of 
view, the remedy is invaluable as an application to chapped 
nipples—namely, as being in no wise injurious to the infant, 
from offering nothing which can be removed by the lips dur- 
ing the act of sucking, and in this particular, therefore, pos- 
sessing a vast superiority over the various forms of oint- 
ments, astringent lotions, &c. 

In four instances, it immediately put a stop to herpes labi- 
alis, and in a very severe attack, it showed itself to be a 
powerful and useful remedy. Small superficial ulcerations 
of the corona glandis and prepuce, caused by excoriation, 
were cured by a single application, and in a gentleman very 
susceptible of excoriation it acted admirably as a prophylac- 
tic. From the success of the latter trial, I am inclined to 
think that it might be successfully employed as a prophylac- 
tic, in cases of exposure to syphilitic contagion. 

When properly applied, the collodion enters all the cre- 
vices of the lines of motion, of the skin, and adheres so firmly 
as to require several washings for its removal. As it is 
usually prepared, it has the consistence of syrup, and in this 
state is best suited for those cases in which its adhesive pro- 
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perties are principally needed. Where, however, it is need- 
ed to be applied to the surface of an ulcer or abrasion, or to 
chaps of the skin, I find it convenient to dilute with ether, 
and render it almost as limpid as water. 

In pursuing this subject, I have made trial of a solution of 
gutta percha in chloroform, and also in benzole, but these 
solutions are very inferior to the collodion, for the purposes 
above named. Their adhesive powers are weaker than the 
collodion, and the layer which they form when painted on 
the skin, is apt to rise at the edges, and rub off.—Charles- 
ton Med. Journal. 





Case of Hemorrhoidal Tumours and Prolapsus Ani, 
Treated by Nitric Acid—By B. 8S. Brown, M. D. of 
Bellefontaine, Ohio. 


In September 1848, I was called to visit Mrs. P., a mar- 
ried woman, aged about forty years ; she was weak, nervous 
and emaciated, confined entirely to her bed, by the irritating 
and debilitating effects of large hemorrhoidal tumors and 
fay me ani—about six months previously, my advice had 

asked in regard to her ease, at which time I was told of 
the frequent prolapsus, and directed her always to reduce it 
whenever it came down, and recommended astringent ap- 
plications, &c.,—I did not then examine the parts. When I 
visited her in September, she told me that she had not had 
a passage from the bowels for more than six months with- 
out the piles as she called them, coming down: but, that 
she had always put them up immediately—that they would 
frequently come down when she was walking about, and 
that it gave her a great deal of trouble to keep them up. 
For several weeks past they had been severely painful, and 
she had not been able to leave her bed, indeed to use her 
own words, they were “ worrying her life out of her.’”? She 
wished me to attempt a permanent cure by an operation, 
and told me I must attempt it, even if the operation should 
kill her—for she would rather die in the attempt to be cured, 
than live in her present situation. I made an examination, 
for she could at will force down the whole mass. Altogeth- 
er it was rather a frightful looking object; the whole was 
more than half the size of a man’s fist, the lower part of the 
rectum seemed to be everted all round and much inflamed 
and swollen. Besides there were several tumours 
growing from its surface, very vascular, and disposed to 
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bleed upon slight abrasion. She assured me it had remain- 
ed in this situation for many months ; in addition to this, she 
had been attacked with intermittent fever some days before, 
which increased her debility, and nervous irritability—lI told 
her [ thought best to break the ague first, and afterwards I 
would endeavor to relieve her distress by an operation. I 
prescribed quinine, morphine, wine, &c., which in a few 
days arrested the intermittent ; I then determined to operate, 
and fixed the day. 

On the 25th September, having taken to my assistance 
my friend, Dr. Lord, we visited the patient. When she had 
by straining, as before, forced down the mass, we found the 
parts much in the same condition as when I had previously 
seen them. From the number and size of the tumours, their 
great vascularity, and the inflamed condition of the sur- 
rounding parts, we feared the knife on account of the hazard 
of hemorrhage. The ligature or ligatures, (for they would 
have to be many,) we thought would produce so much pain 
and irritation as to be equally inadmissible. We therefore 
coneluded to try the nitric acid, as recommended by Dr. 
Houston, of Dublin, Ireland. We used the purest nit: aeid 
we could obtain. The patient was laid on the side, in a bent 
position, with the hips close to the edge of the bed, so as to 
bring the parts as fully into view as possible. 

We applied the acid by means of a piece of silk or cotton, 
rolled up tightly, so as to form a small mop, resembling a 
blunt camel’s hair pencil. It was applied freely to all parts 
of the tumors that were exposed, and to many parts of the 
inflamed mucous membrane, care being taken not to use the 
acid so profusely, as to have it run on any part not intended 
to be touched. After the acid was allowed to remain three 
or four minutes, the whole of the parts were well smeared 
with soft lard, and carefully pressed back within the sphinc- 
ter. An opiate was administered, and directions given to 
take opium every night for three nights, as well to prevent 
an evacuation from the bowels within that time, as to pro- 
cure rest and allay irritation. She was directed to take a 
full dose of castor oil on the fourth morning, at a particular 
hour, so that I could visit her an hour after, when it would 
probably operate, as I still had some fears of bleeding when 
the sloughs should separate. 

When I arrived, however, the medicine had already ope- 
rated ; and with the evacuation the sloughs had come away, 
and there was but little protrusion, and no hemorrhage ; 
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though the sloughs had considerably the appearance of clot- 
ted blood, filling the interstices of the cellular membrane. 

As a small portion of the tumors were not destroyed, I 
applied the acid again, in the same way and with the same 
directions; I indeed had to make a slight application the 
third time ; but after that the cure appeared to be effectual 
and permanent. She had no pain, and had the usual evacu- 
ation of the bowels without any thing coming down. More 
than a year has now elapsed, and she remains well in that 
particular. 

From the results in this case, I look upon this compara- 
tively new method of treating such cases as a great acces- 
sion to our art, as it seems to be entirely safe—is effectual— 
and attended with but little pain. In this case the patient 
declared that the pain was not more severe than she had a 
thousand times felt before, in these tender, irritable tumors 
when no application was affecting them. The strong nitric 
acid seems to destroy the life of the part it touches, so in- 
stantaneously, that the pain is much less than might be sup- 
posed. Again, I have no doubt of its safety, as in this case 
there was no hemorrhage when the sloughs came away; and 
they left a clean, healthy looking surface, that healed over 
in a much shorter time than I could have imagined possible. 
—Ohio Med. and Surg. Journal. 





Treatment of Mania-a.potu in the Pennsylvania Hos- 
pitai—By Henry Hartshorne, M. D. 


Mant1a-a-potu.—In the summer of 1847, twenty-six cases 
of delirium tremens were treated under the direction of Dr, 
Pepper, without any death. The only failure of complete 
recovery, was in a man very much broken down by disease 
of the liver, &c., for which he was admitted, and who was 
removed by his friends. In one respect, this class of patients 
suffered under a disadvantage ; they were, while ill, neces- 
sarily confined to their rooms, many of which, being in. the 
basement, were too gloomy not to feed the dismal delusions 
and fears to which they were subject. There is no doubt 
that the most appropriate place for the management of such 
cases, would be a ward furnished with the space, attendance, 
and other conveniences and comforts of a well regulated |u- 
natic asylum; such, for instance, as the insane department 
of the Pennsylvania Hospital, Blockley. 

In spite of these difficulties, however, the mortality in the 
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wards in the city Institution is small. The usual treatment 
has been a combination of the moderate opiate, with the 
stimulant plan, varied according to the case. In merely 
mild or threatening instances, exercise such as was attaina- 
ble, one or two bottles of porter daily, with full diet, and a 
Dover’s powder or other soporific at night, proved sufficient. 
When the nervous symptoms were well developed, but the 
pulse, warmth of skin, condition of stomach and muscular 
capacity evinced the absence of prostration, one grain of 
opium every two or three hours was given, perhaps with 
wormwood tea, but without alcohol, unless the patient was 
known to have been habitually a large drinker. If the skin 
became cold and clammy, the pulse rapid and small, and 
long vigilance produced general exhaustion, brandy was di- 
rected, to the amount of a table spoonful every hour or two, 
and one grain of opium was given every hour as a maxi- 
mum. This course rarely failed to produce sound and pro- 
longed sleep in from one to three or four days; and the sleep 
was almost invariably followed by immediate recovery. In 
several cases a blister to the nucha shortened an obstinate 
attack. Laxatives were required by a number. Intractable 
vomiting and rejection of food gave trouble frequently, but 
were subdued by the usual means. The most tedious case 
was that of a young lawyer, M » whose symptoms, 
from the first, were less violent than the average; but who 
continued rather to lose than gain for three weeks, having 
the ordinary delusions constantly, with some tremor and in- 
creasing wakefulness. After having increased his anodyne 
to the amount of two grains of opium every two hours with- 
out effect, Dr. Pepper substituted the following: R. tinct. va- 
Jerian, 3iij; liq. morph. sulph. Zss. M. S. q. h. quart.; and di- 
rected also an enema of a drachm of laudanum every night. 
His first long sleep, the precursor of cure, took place after a 
warm bath, the head being at the same time placed for some 
minutes under the cold stream of the hydrant. 

In the course of two years under observation, some fatal 
cases of mania-a-potu occurred, chiefly in connection with 
violent injuries. But, whatever may be said of the success 
of the simple alcoholic plan in other institutions, or of the 
excessive narcotic treatment formerly in vogue, there ap- 

to be every reason to be satisfied with the combina- 
tion of the use of moderate doses of opium with stimulation 
proportioned to the asthenia of the case. 

The mode of termination of one fatal case was remarked 
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particularly. Patrick Riley, cab driver, was admitted 6th 
mo., llth, 1847. He was evidently delirious, but passive, 
and not noisy. He had been bled by a physician out of 
doors, on account of more violent symptoms. The pulse was, 
on his entrance, somewhat feeble, and the skin cool. We 
gave him at once an ounce of brandy—his usual beverage— 
and thirty drops of landanum. The watchman was direct- 
ed to give him twenty drops more in the night, with halfan 
ounce of brandy, if he continued sleepless. 

I was called early in the morning to see him, in a coma- 
tose condition ; face livid ; respiration at long intervals, and 
stertorous ; skin warm ; pulse rapid, and somewhat full. The 
physiognomy and breathing were exactly those of fatal nar- 
cotism from opium. Cold was freely applied to the head, 
and cathartic injections thrown into the bowels, while the 
feet were surrounded with sinapisms; but he died in the 
course of the day. 

It was impossible that ordinary narcotism could have been 
produced to such an extent by fifty drops of laudanum, in 
two doses. The fidelity and care of the watchman could 
not be doubted. The disease itself must have imitated the 
action of opium. Dr. Pepper pronounced this opinion deci- 
dedly; and confirmed it by reference to a case mentioned in 
Watson’s Practice, almost exactly similar in all respects— 
the man having been bled, and then having swallowed three 
grains of opium, died with all the symptoms of laudanum 
poisoning. Dr. Watson considered the universal experience 
of the tolerance of opium in mania-a potu, to prove plainly 
that the disease had spontaneously assumed that mode of 
termination.—4@merican Journal. 





Report of the Committee appointed to examine into the 
condition of the mucous membrane of the intestinal ca- 


nal in persons dying of Cholera. 


Science is positive only when its facts are positive. A 
subject, the phenomena of which are numerous and com- 
plex, can be understood only when each of its phenomena 
or facts have been analysed, and positively ascertained. 

In Epidemic Cholera, the most prominent and constant 
phenomena, are purging and vomiting: and in ninety or 
more, of one hundred cases, these phenomena appear to in- 
duce the condition that usually terminates fatally. 
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It is, therefore, an important object in determining the phe- 
nomena of cholera,to ascertain whether any, and if any, 
what constant anatomical alterations can be detected in the 
intestinal canal of cholera patients who have succumbed un- 
der the disease. 

The College, with the view to obtain, as far as possible, 
accurate information on this single question, appointed the 
undersigned, at the meeting held on the 19th day of June 
last, a committee to investigate this subject. 

The Committee having attended to this duty, submit the 
following report : 

The ordinary autopsical examinations, heretofore practis- 
ed, have failed to yield any satisfactory information, and are 
nearly useless for the purposes of science. 

Extensive structural lesions may exist, that cannot be 
seen, or very ,imperfectly discerned by the unaided sight, 
and without proper preparation. 

It was determined by the Committee that the intestines, 
before being submitted to examination, should be finely in- 
jected, and subsequently inspected with the microscope. 

This task was undertaken for the committee, by Dr. John 
Neill, demonstrator of Anatomy in the University of Penn- 
sylvania, The admirable manner in which he has perform- 
ed this duty, can be judged of by the beautiful preparations 
now on the table, which he has presented to the College for 
its museum. 

The injections are made with turpentine colored with ver- 
million. It was found by Dr. Neill, that when he employed 
size, it did not penetrate well, and numbers of capillaries 
were not filled ; the same result occurred when Canada Bal- 
sam was used. It led, at first, to the supposition that the 
capillaries were destroyed by the disease. 

The committee, confining themselves strictly to the single 
object for which they were appointed, report the following 
facts as the result of their investigation : 

Ist. In the recent subject, the peritoneal coat, like all the 
serous membranes, was in all, remarkably dry. The lubri- 
cating serosity is deficient in the serous membranes. 

oni. The epithelial layer of the intestinal mucous mem- 
brane, was, in all the specimens, either entirely removed, or 
was detached, adhering loosely as a pulpy layer, mixed with 
mucus, or an albuminoid substance. 

3d. Peyerian Glands. Peyer’s Glands were developed 
to a greater or less extent in all the cases examined. 
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4th. Solitary Glands. These were also developed, and 
contained, in the recent subject, a minute quantity of white 
substance. These enlarged solitary glands have the appear- 
ances designated by Serres and Nonat, as Psorenterie. 

The villi covering the glands of Peyer, and the solitary 
glands present the same appearances as in other parts of 
the same intestine. 

5th. Villi. They are denuded of the epithelial covering, 
but are unchanged in other respects. 

6th. Capillary Vessels. These are entire, and manifest 
no departure from their normal state. The appearances of 
the capillaries of a cholera intestine, are identical with those 
of the healthy mucous membrane when.the epithelium has 
been removed. In the natural state, the epithelium, from 
its thickness, conceals the injected capillaries. 

In no instance was a vesicular eruption observed. In 
some of the dry specimens, there is an appearance that might 
be mistaken for it, but it is an emphysematous state, result- 
ing from commencing putrefaction. 

The foregoing facts are derived from the examination of 
twenty-five subjects. 

Samvet Jackson, M. D. 

Joun Neti, M. D. 

Henny H. Smurra, M. D. 

Witi1aMm Perrer, M. D. 
—Trans. Philada, College of Physicians. 





The Topical Use of lodine in Croup. By G.S. C. Har- 
per, M. D., Danville, Mo. 


I have used the tinct. iodine in croup with the happiest 
effects. A little patient of mine, aged six months, and quite 
fleshy, had several severe attacks of croup, which nearly ter- 
minated her existence. I pursued the reguiar expectorant 
and revulsive course without seeming to eradicate the dis- 
ease ; to be sure, relief was obtained, but the first exposure 
brought about a recurrence of the disease. I then determin- 
ed, after due consideration of the pathology of the case, and 
the properties of iodine, to use the latter topically, in the 
form of tinct., should the next attack be violent. next 
attack presented a more formidable appearance than either 
of the preceding. Her system had become debilitated from 
the free administration of nauseants and mild purgatives, 
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wren ters gy and tracheal rattling were no less 
distressing than before. In consequence of her debility, I 
determined to change the expectorant (compound syrup of 
squills) and substitute a syrup prepared by slicing an onion 
and laying it,a slice at a time, in a saucer, covering each 
slice with a layer of brown sugar of about the same thick- 
ness. The exuding juice of the onion* melted the sugar, 
and formed with it a most beautiful and rich looking syrup, 
of which I gave a teaspoonful every few minutes during the 
fit of coughing, as a stimulating expectorant, painted the 
trachea with a strong tinct. iodine from the sternum to 
Adam/’s apple, and extending it on each side as far out as 
the margin of the sterno-cleido-mastoideus. Nothing more 
was administered, save a little leum ricini, to move the 
bowels gently, and a repetition of the syrup when the cough 
required it, i. e., when it was dry and ineffectual. The 
child recovered without further trouble. Two months have 
now elapsed since there has been any tracheal affection 
whatever, and I am inclined to believe the disease entirely 
eradicated, as there have been frequent changes and much 
damp weather since that time.—St. Louis Med. Journal. 





On the use of the Ethereal Solution of Gun Cotton as an 
external applicatin in Erysipelas. By J. W. Freer, M. D. 
of the Grove, Cook Co., IIL 


Having made use of the adhesive liquid plaster as an ex- 
ternal application in erysipelas, with the most gratifying 
success, I thought it not improper to make known the results. 

An epidemic of the above named disease prevailed in our 
vicinity last spring, and annoyed me nota little to find ex- 
ternal remedies to alleviate the smarting, burning pain of the 
inflammation, and to prevent it from spreading over the sur- 
face. Reasoning from the fact that such inflammations are 
usually superficial, involving principally the capillary sys- 
tem of the cuticle and subcutaneous tissues, it seemed rea- 
sonable to suppose that a..y substance which would, after 
application, contract, thereby expelling the superabundance 
of blood from the part, of course lessen the pain and irritation. 
After experimenting, my anticipations were fully realized. 

The first trial was upon a boy about 10 years of age. The 
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inflammation commenced at the nose, and continued to tra- 
vel until it had involved the whole of the face, scalp, neck, 
and finally passed down the back, ultimately uniting in front. 
The pain and irritation resulting from the inflammation, 
added to the constitutional symptoms, made the case appear 
quite hopeless. At this period the solution was applied by 
means of a feather over the whole of the recently involved 
surface, and immediate relief was given. The inflammato- 
ry redness disappeared, and a firm coating was given which 
entirely protected the parts from the air, and the contact of 
clothing. The patient soon began to recover nev: 

Afterwards I tried it in many instances with like success, 
with this addition, that no case afterwards traveled beyond 
its limits at the time of application. Ido not presume to say 
that the spreading was prevented by it, for the inflamma- 
tion might not have gone beyond these limits without its 
agency. Since then I have had occasion to use it in other 
affections, the most important of which are burns. It forms 
a firm coating, excluding the air, and almost instantaneously 
relieving the pain. In common inflammation, from what- 
ever cause arising, its application seems to promote a termi- 
nation by resolution, acting upon the same principle as in 
erysipelas, that is by squeezing, as it contracts the fluids 
from the parts, thereby reducing the morbid action.—Ohio 
Medical and Surgical Journal. 





The Modus andi of the Cod Liver Oil. By C. W. 
Wright, M. D., of Cincinnati. 


The remarkable results lately obtained by the use of the 
cod liver oil in the cure of sturmous affections, and in fact 
almost al! cachectie diseases, has attracted a great deal of 
attention from the members of the medical profession. 

In the cure of the various forms of cachectic diseases, 
which are the result of scrofulous diathesis, either heredita- 
ry or acquired, it is found that no single remedy has such a 
decided tendency to arrest and prevent the various forms of 
cacoplastic and aplastic depositions. In the deposit of tuber- 
cular matter in the lungs, in the mesenteric glands, in the 
lymphatics of the neck, or in any other part of the body, no 
remedy is equal to this. In fact, we can calculate with al- 
most as much certainty on the removal of tubercular matter 
from the cervical glands by the employment of this remedy, 
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as upon the cure of an intermittent by the administration of 
quinine. But the employment of this agent is not confined 
to the cure of tuberculosis, for it is found to exert a benefi- 
cial influence in cases of malignant, and other morbid 
growths, by retarding their developments and bringing about 
a more healthy condition of the fluids of the body. 

The cod liver oil has been long employed on the conti- 
nent of Europe in the cure of rheumatism and other kin- 
dred diseases, but its beneficial influence in these and other 
maladies has not been fully recognized in this country uatil 
a comparatively recent period. But of late it has been ad- 
ministered not only in rheumatism, but in syphilitic affec- 
a. of bones and their periosteum, with the most flattering 
reaults, 

Chronic ulcers, accompanied with a free discharge se Aa 
ulent matter, occurring in old persons, are acknowledged 
by all surgeons to be very difficult to cure, and frequently 
to resist all the ordinary methods of medication had recourse 
to in such cases ; and if, by any means, the discharge is sud- 
denly arrested, to be followed by most alarming, if not fatal 
symptoms. Now in cases of this kind, by the proper admin- 
istration of the cod liver oil, in conjunction with a well di- 
rected course of hygienic treatment, the cachectic state of the 
system rapidly gives way, and is succeeded by a speedy 
healing up of the ulcers and a restoration to perfect health. 
Several such cases have lately fallen under my notice, and 
one in particular which deserves a more especial considera- 
tion. It occurred in the person of a gentleman aged about 
forty, who had been under the treatment of some of the 
most eminent physicians of this city for a long period of 
time, they having pursued the ordinary course of manage- 
ment taken in such cases, without any benefit resulting. But 
upon putting the patient on the use of the cod liver oil, in 
conjunction with small doses of the syrup of the iodide of 
iron, there was a rapid improvement inall the functions of 
the body, followed in the short space of three weeks by an 
entire recovery; there having been all this time no local ap- 
plications except the simple dressing. 

This remedy produces very decided improvement in cases 
of syphilitic eruptions and ulcerations, attended with the for- 
mation of purulent matter. In all these cases much good 
results from the use of some poem of iodine, in con- 
junction with the cod liver oi 

Now what is the modus operandi of this remarkable me- 
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dicine ? Why is it that the oil of the cod’s liver is prefera- 
ble to the other fixed oils? Why is it that it is more eflica- 
cious when given in conjunction with some preparation of 
iodine? Why is it that the iodides of iron and potassium 
should not be given indiscriminately with that medicine ? 
Before we attempt a solution of the above, let us exam- 
ine the chemical composition of tubercle. An ultimate 
analysis of crude pulmonary tubercles, by Scherer, yielded : 


Carbon, é s ° 53.888 

Hydrogen, . : . . 7.112 

Nitrogen, ‘ ; é ‘ 17.237 

Oxygen, ; ° é . 21.767 
Which corresponds with the formula C. H. N. O. 
43 35 6 4 


Hence, tubercles may be regarded as proteine, from which 
atoms of carbon, one of hydrogen, and one of oxygen have 
been removed.” 

As the proteine series of animals are derived from the 
vegetable kingdom, there is no other way of accounting for 
their losing some of their elements, as in the case of tuber- 
cle, than by refering it to oxidation. For in cachectic dis- 
eases the proteine compounds are particularly prone to suf- 
fer oxidation ; whilst the hydro-carbon of the blood and tis- 
sues is not consumed as in ‘health. 

The proteine bodies certainly undergo oxidation in rheu- 
matism, and gout, which is the result of syphilis. It is well 
known that suppuration is purely a process of oxidation. 
Knowing these facts, I think it would not be difficult to ex- 
plain the modus operandi of the cod liver oil in the cure of 
this class of diseases. 

It is observed in all diseases, where this remedy is of ser- 
vice, that the proteine series are oxidated in preference to 
the fatty matters. But by the introduction of this oil into 
the system this state of things is put a stop to, as is observed 
in phthisis pulmonalis, for under the use of the cod liver oil 
the inflammatory crust does not manifest itself when the pa- 
tient is bled. And by its use scrofulous ulcers cease to sup- 
purate, and are soon healed, the patient rapidly regaining 
his health. 

In chronic rheumatism this medicine succeeds best when 
given in connection with the iodide of potassium. The rea- 
son of this appears to be due to the fact that the potassium 


* Dr. Day. 
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unites with the lithic acid, after having been oxidized, form- 
ing the lithate of potassa, which is excreted by the kidneys. 
But when it is administered for the cure of scrofulous dis- 
eases, it should be combined with the iodide of iron, tonics 
being more especially indicated in these cases, 

As to the cause of the cod liver oil being more efficacious 
than other fixed oils, this appears to be due to two reasons. 
First, that the fish oils do not disorder the digestive organs 
as much as other oils ; and secondly, to the fact that this oil 
contains iodine and bromine as constituents. But 1 do not 
by any means assert that its eflicacy depends solely on the 
presence of these chloroid elements. I do contend, how- 
ever, that the cod liver oil would not succeed better than 
any other fixed oil, as a remedy in scrofula, if iodine and 
bromine did not make a part of its constitution. 

The whole of the matter appears to be this: that in the 
affections in which this medicine succeeds in effecting a cure, 
the oxygen which enters the circulation, instead of ecombi- 
ning with the hydro-carbon, unites with the carbon of some 
one of the proteine compounds and removes it as in the case 
of pulmonary tubercle, or it may unite with the proteine 
itself and convert it into the binoxide and tritoxide of pro- 
teine, constituting suppuration and ulceration, or it may con- 
vert the proteine bodies into urea and lithic acid, as occurs 
in rheumatism. 

The cod liver oil arrests all these transformations by com- 
bining with the oxygen, and in that way prevents the oxi- 
dation of the proteine series. The iodine assists in this 
change, by promoting the oxidation of the fatty matters, in- 
stead of the proteine, for the chloroid salts cause a rapid oxi- 
dation of the adipous tissues. 

This, then, appears to be the manner in which the cod 
liver oil operates. And it will probably be found that the 
other fixed oils will succeed equally well in the cure of this 
class of diseases, when given in conjunction with a chloroid 
salt.— Western Lancet. 





Upon the causes of the greater mortality of male children, 
and the influence operating to change the relative 
portion of the sexes at birth. By G. Emerson, M. D. 


Up to the fifteenth year, there is an excess of fifteen per 
cent. in the number of boys over that of girls. This excess 
in the male mortality is commonly ascribed to the greater 
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exposure, and rougher sports and amusements of the boys; 
an erroneous idea, the fallacy of which is shown in the 
that the majority of the deaths of the males takes place in 
early intancy, when no such exposure and danger conse- 
quent to said rough sports can possibly exist. The deaths 
of boys, too, from climbing, swimming, &c., equal those of 
the girls from scalding, domestic accidents, &c. 

The particular diseases which give rise to death in the 
two sexes, are very different in their nature and character- 
istics. Thus, males are attacked with violent inflammation 
of the brain, accompanied with serous effusions, convul- 
sions, &c.; inflammations of the stomach, lungs, and other 
important organs; while females suffer from the hooping- 
cough, small-pox, measles, thrush, &c. In boys, the char- 
acter of the disease is sthenic; in girls, asthenic. The dis- 
eases from which females suffer most are seated in the cuta- 
neous and mucuous tissues. 

Of 100,000 deaths reported by the Registrar-general of 
England, 31,671 were under the fifth year; onl-af thas, 
15,006 were females, and 16,665 were males. Ofthe above, 
the number of deaths from inflammation of the brain were 
2550 males, and 2081 females; of dropsy of the brain, 1481 
males, 1151 females; small pox, 313 males, 240 females ; 
hooping-cough, 1115 males, 1445 females; measles, 1048 
males, 1028 females, etc. 

From these and similar statistics, the inference follows 
that the disproportion in the deaths of the two sexes, during 
childhood, does not arise so much from exposure to external 
circumstances, as from differences in physical lon pn 

From the fact of boys succumbing so easily so rapidly 
to diseases of a sthenic type, and to those of an as- 
thenic character, we deduce the practical hint of combatting 
most energetically the inflammatory symptoms, of the one, 
as soon as manifest, and preventing too great exhaustion of 
the system when symptoms of depression begin to appear 
in the female infants. 

The Dr. then spoke of the effects of weather upon infant 
mortality, and more particularly of the limitation of the ef- 
fects of hot weather, to the period of lactation. For inter- 
esting facts relative to this subject, he referred to statistics 
lately published by himself in the Medical Journal of the 
Medical Sciences, 

During the first year of infant life, the season of the great- 
est mortality is the three hot summer months. The number 
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250 representing the mortality for May, we would have 836 
as that for July. After the second year the deaths are more 
equally distributed throughout the months; the number 
seeming even less in the hot than in the temperate and cold 
seasons. The heat, which at an earlier period was inimi- 
cal, would now appear to be friendly to infantile life. 

Dr. E. next referred to the influence of certain agencies 
which changed the ordinary proportions of the sexes. The 
general preponderance of males over females at birth, is 
about 74 percent. In 1833 the singular phenomenon of a 
reverse proportion wus evident. There was not only a de- 
ficiency of male births, but moreover, in the months of April 
and May of that year, a decided female excess. Upon fur- 
ther investigations, this female excess was found to be the 
product of conceptions occurring in the months of August 
and September of 1832. This, as is well known, was the 

riod of the first invasion of the epidemic cholera. Look- 
ing abroad for corroboration of this singular fact, it was 
found to hold good also, in the proportion of births occurring 
nine months after the epidemic had appeared in Paris. From 
this and other investigations, he arrived at the conclusion, 
that this change in the relative proportion of the two sexes 
at birth, was owing to the depressing influence of cholera. 
He has further observed that a tendency to the above result 
is always produced by the operation of any class of depress- 
ing agents, while circumstances that tend to high physical 
developement increase materially the male excess. 

In France and Prussia, where the mass of the people labor 
much harder than in our own country, and are poorly cloth- 
ed and fed, the excess of female births is sli htly under 6 
per cent.; in England, 5 per cent.; in Philade elphia, 7.5 per 
cent.; and in our western country as high as 10 per cent. 

Investigations into the comparative proportions of the 
sexes born in city and country populations, manifest the ex- 
istence of a greater male excess in rural districts. This, from 
the foregoing observations, was to be expected, since in ci- 
ties, intemperance, foul and vitiated atmosphere, unwhole- 
some diet, and other depressing agencies, operate much more 
strongly than in the country. Hence, the Dr. observed, this 
proportion of the births of the two sexes, may be considered 
as a sort of natural thermometer of the physical comfort and 
advantages enjoyed by a community. 

The institution of polygamy may have originated in a 
scanty supply of food occurring at some former period in the 

29 








226 TREATMENT OF DYSENTERY. 


community where such institution exists, and evincing its 
depressing tendency by a predominance of the female over 
the * me population. Once established, it would foster 
itself. 

The proportion of the two sexes being under such con- 
siderable control, it remains for the various legislative bo- 
dies throughout the civilized world to benefit and meliorate 
by their wise enactments the condition of the social cosmos. 
—Philadelphia Medical Examiner. 





Treatment of Dysentery by injection of Nitrate of Silver 
and Creosote. By Professor Flint. 


The nitrate of silver, as we know, in analogous instances 
of inflamed mucous tissues—for example, in conjunctivitis, 
pharyngitis, &c., exerts a surprising effect in diminishin 
and arresting inflammatory action. It has been employed, 
to some extent, in dysentery, and is recommended by some 
practical writers; but so far as we know, is by no means in 
common use. In one case we resorted to a solution of the 
erystals of the nitrate of silver, ten grains to the ounce, with 
marked benefit. The tenesmus and frequent dejections 
were relieved in a striking degree, and the discharge of mu- 
cus and blood was much diminished. To secure the good 
effects of this application, it is desirable that the injection be 
made to pass up the intestine as high as practicable, in order 
to bring it into contact with a large portion of inflamed sur- 
face. We found the best instrument at hand to be a female 
bone syringe, with a long pipe, terminating by a perforated 
bulbous extremity. Perhaps a solution of greater strength 
might be even more serviceable. The patient was a child 
four years of age. The application occasioned, apparently, 
little or no pain; not more than the ordinary enemas of 
starch and laudanum. Another remedy employed in the 
same case was a creosote mixture. We have used this re- 
medy in two cases; in one, of chronic dysentery of long 
standing, the effect was good, but not extraordinary. In 
the case recently under treatment, we first employed it in 
connexion with the tincture of opium, and found that the 
enemas were retained, when with the laudanum alone they 
were immediately expelled. We employed at first a mix- 
ture for each injection (oz. ss.) containing two minims of 
creosote. Subsequently we employed the creosote alone, 
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increasing the quantity to four minims, and the good effects 
were striking. The relief of the local symptoms was quite 
as great as when the opium was given in combination, the 
disadvantages of the latter being avoided. We feel confi- 
dent that this will prove a valuable remedy in dysentery, 
and we therefore are solicitous that our readers should 
make trial of it. We do not, of course, suggest these as re- 
medies intended to supersede other therapeutical measures, 
-m omy as useful auxiliaries thereto.—Buffalo Medical 
ournal, 





Neuralgia and Rheumatism treated by cold draughts af- 
ter sweating. 


At Bellevue, near Paris, theré is a fine establishment, in 
which everything of practical value connected with “the 
water-cure’’—be it hot or cold—is applied to the treatment 
of various obstinate affections. The advan obtained 
from a rational employment of several powerful agents, as 
distinguished from the empirical use of one alone, are very 
great. They were pointed out in an excellent Memoir 
which Mr. Fleury presented at the last meeting of the Aca- 
demy of Sciences. The author selected forty-six cases, ob- 
served at the establishment during the last four years, and 
from their results deduced the following conclusions : 

Five patients, laboring under attacks of acute neuralgia 
from four to fifteen days, (facial, intercostal, sciatic,) were 
cured by one to three applications of the cold douche, both 
general and local, employed after the use of the dry stove, 
which had produced copious transpiration. Here the revul- 
sive action of heat followed by cold was much more ener- 
getic than that of flying blisters, or the cautery. 

Eleven patients, attacked by acute muscular rheumatism, 
fixed in its seat and very severe, were rapidly cured in the 
same manner. 

In four cases of obstinate neuralgia, which had resisted 
every known method of treatment for four to ten years, a 
cure was obtained by cold douches (general and local,) 
sometimes preceded by the use of the hot-air bath. The 
duration of the treatment. varied from one to six months, 
and its average was three months, Three patients, who for 
five to fifteen years had presented, in the most marked de- 
gree that ensemble of symptoms known under the title of 
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“nervous accidents,” and who had been reduced by them 
to the lowest state, in spite of medical art, were cured in the 
same manner. Here, however, the treatment was continued 
ffom seven to eighteen months, and the average duration 
Was more than a year. 

Finally, in twenty-three cases of chronic muscular rheu- 
matism, which had resisted every species of treatment, and 
the most celebrated mineral waters of Europe, the cold 
douches after sweating effected complete cures. The aver- 
age time of treatment was four months; the minimum one 
month; the maximum seven. 

Here, it must be confessed, we have a rational method of 
treatment, applied aceording to the rules of art, and as suc- 
cessful as the miracles of Hydropathy.—Lond. Med. Times. 


>. 


Effects of the Moral Treatment of Hysterical Fits. 


A young lady, who had met with a very severe disap- 
pointment, was placed under our care. She was 23 years 
of age, and hereditarily predisposed to the disease on both 
sides. It manifested itself by an excited state of mind, with 
startings and restlessness, and she had frequent hysterical 
fits. Every attention had been paid to her health before she 
quitted home, but having attempted to throw herself out of 
the window, it was deemed proper to remove her from the 
scene of her excitement. She was cheerful and clever, and 
very susceptible of admiration. When she first came, she 
stated that her fits were so frequent that it was not right for 
her to go to church; but as they were really not violent, we 
observed to her that it was always the rule of the house to 
go to church, and that if the fit came on there, we should be 
obliged to call for the assistance of the beadle to take her 
out; and that she would thus make herself very conspicu- 
ous. After the service of the first Sunday, she observed, 
on coming home from church, that she was very nearly at- 
tacked indeed; and it was remarkable that she never had 
any fit at these times afterwards. We took courage from 
this, and hoped the time would come when the fits would 
disappear, not only at church, but altogether, by a similar 
mode of treatment. One day, while at dinner, her knife and 
fork dropped suddenly into her plate, and she was simulta-~ 
neously upon the floor. There were several at the table, 
and the servant was requested to give no heed to the lady. 
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After a few minutes had passed away, a gentleman who 
was at the table, whose pharmaceutical knowledge would 
never make his fortune, feeling a little nervous about the 
issue of the case, rather anxiously suggested that she should 
have some Epsom salts—meaning, no doubt, to say smell- 
ing salts, given to her. This was quite enough. She laugh- 
ed very much, and resumed her place at the table, and all 
went on as before. And it is very pleasing to be able to 
add, that for the few months longer she remained with us 
she experienced no return of the fits either at church or at 
home ; her irritability and oddness of manner went off, and 
she continued well. This is now eighteen years ago, and 
there has been no actual return of the threatened malady, 
though she has been extremely nervous at times, many sor- 
rows and trials having attended her. If these fits had been 
neglected or encouraged by bad management at the first, 
the probability is, she would, with all the predisposing cir- 
cumstances of the case, have been the subject of insanity at 
the present time.—Dr. Burnett on Insanity. 





Observations upon Epidemic Typhoid Fever, which pre- 
vailed along the Valleys of the Oswayo and Honeyoye 
Creeks, in the Counties of McKean and Potter, Pa., 
during the Summer and Winter of 1847; and upon 
the use of Calcined Mercury in its early treatment. 
By R. P. Stevens, M. D. 


I remark that this fever was preceded in every neighbor- 
hood, in each family, and in every instance, by an epidemic 
influenza. The character of this influenza was, upon the 
whole, mild, although in three cases it induced consumption 
in persons predisposed to phthisis, which ended fatally, and 
in several others acute bronchitis, which, however, easily 
yielded to appropriate treatment. 


The symptoms of this influenza, as felt by myself, were 
as follows: A sudden invasion, violent sneezing, as if some 
insect was irritating the schneiderian membrane, and not 
only irritating, but also stinging it. I presume I sneezed at 
least a hundred times in a ride of as many rods. In a few 
hours an irritating cough followed, with some sf age of 


the chest, deep-seated pains, with soreness of the flesh; chills, 
with flashes of heat rapidly succeeding each other; dryness 
of the skin. A remarkable feature, always attending, and 
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generally supervening the third day from the attack, was 
salivation and folliculitis of the mouth and fauces. In some 
cases this ptyalism was so severe as to lead the patients to 
suppose that they were affected with calomel. Severe con- 
stipation of the bowels attended, though in some cases diar- 
rhea was present, I prescribed for some one hundred cases, 
and there were many more so mild as to need only house- 
hold remedies, This influenza preceded the fever some six 
weeks, yet in some cases they were nearly blended, the pa- 
tient only convalescent from the first, before being attacked 
by the fever, the one apparently running into the other. 

The general features of the fever were in the graver cases 
sudden prostration of the strength, with chills, speedily fol- 
lowed by fever, a tensive pain in the head, ringing in the 
ears, deafness, oppression of the stomach, eyes suffused, face 
red, skin dry, pulse 100 to 120, and reluctant and vascilla- 
ting; a general tremor, with difficulty in commanding the 
movement of the muscles, the patient appearing as if over- 
come with alcohol; the tongue trembling and forgetting to ar- 
ticulate more than half a sentence ; coated with a slimy yel- 
low coat in the middle, and successively changing to a light 
brown, dark brown, and lastly black ; the tip and edges red, 
and soon assuming a glazed appearance; in the progress of 
the disease becoming cracked and sore ; teeth covered with 
sordes ; intense thirst, great heat of the skin, especially of 
the belly ; the pulsation of the abdominal aorta felt its whole 
length ; bowels costive ; somnia with delirium attended. 

These symptoms are taken from a case which had no me- 
dical treatment whatever, and which, therefore, offered itself 
as the true type of the disease. 

Treatment.—And here it is I wish to speak of the great 
and certain powers of the calcined mercury, in breaking up 
and overcoming the morbid impression made upon the sys- 
tem by this fever in its earlier stages; and I might remark 
parenthetically, not only in this, but also others, especially 
those of a congestive type, in every case where the tongue 
had a yellowish coat, a full emetic of this mineral was ex- 
hibited, sometimes aided by ipecac, where I wished a pro- 
lo emesis. The ejections of the stomach were uniform- 
ly thick, viscid mucus, with bile After the emetic a full 
din of pulv: Dov: was administered with infus: eupatorium 
perfol: ; epithems to the bowels. The day following, if feb- 
rile symptoms had at all remitted, Dover’s powder, with qui- 
nine or sulph: cupri, with sulph: morphia and ipecac, were 
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exhibited. This course of medication cured two cases in 
two days, ten in three, one in four, five in five, and four in 
seven. If, however, on the day following the emesis, the 
fever continued unabated, alteratives were prescribed until 
the dejections of the liver and bowels showed the influence 
of mercury. For this purpose hyd: cum creta, with ipecac, 
was preferred. Epispastics to the abdomen, and if great, 
somnia also to the nape of the neck, and in one case behind 
the ears. Carb: amm: and infus: serpentaria were freely ex- 
hibited. When the fever continued beyond the fourteenth 
day, carb: amm: with wine and sulph: quinine were largely 
prescribed. Rubefacients to the extremities, wrapping them 
up in cotton batting, having first bathed the cuticle with 
oleum monarde. ‘Three cases ran fourteen days, two twen- 
ty-one days, and one proved fatal the fifteenth day. 

A peculiar characteristic of the fever was a tendency to a 
discharge of blood on critical days. If we take the case 
which serves as the type of the disease, we find it running 
fourteen days without treatment, most of the time sleeping, 
huddled up in the bed-clothes, sliding down to the foot-board, 
and finally having a violent hemorrhage from the nose, 
mouth rectum. Five had hemorrhage from the rectum 
alone ; three from the nose; one from the stomach; one 
rather mild case, treated only with infus: eupatorium perfol: 
had an alarming hemorrhage from the nose ; one from the 
uterus, and another complicated with abortion in a woman 
accustomed to miscarriages. 

To restrain the sanguineous discharges, ethereal ext: tan- 
nin was used with decided effect. 

Where the fever assumed the nervous or sinking form, an 
infus: serpentaria, colombo and valerian, in equa] quantities, 
proved a valuable combination. 

In two cases, where it assumed a periodical character, 
quinine in full doses promptly arrested it. 

In one case, a patient aged fourteen years, subject to fre- 
quent attacks of epilepsia from infancy, opisthotonos ap- 
peared the third day, and proved fatal the seventh. In this 
case opium, with its alkaloids, exts: belladonna, stramonium 
and aconite, with wine and quinine, epipastics to the spine, 
were used in heroic doses without any mitigation of the 
symptoms, opium only excepted : this would give some sleep, 
some brief forgetfulness of his terrible agonies. Great tenes- 
mus and dysuria attended. 

The calcined mercury which I use, is manufactured by Mr. 
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Richards, an apothecary at Jordan, Onondaga Co., N. Y., by 
a process somewhat different from the formula of the U. S. 
Dispensatory, which renders its action more mild and equa- 
ble than is described in that work. It is a fine, impalpable 
powder, of a yellowish rather than reddish aspect. In doses 
of one or one and a half grs:, it is a prompt emetic. In these 
doses I prescribe it—N. Y. Journal of Medicine. 





Peculiar Case of Tetanus, occurring twelve days afler 
the operation of “ Excision of a Scirrous Mamma.’ 
By Samuel Tyler, M. D. 


Mrs. P , aged seventy years, a very intelligent lady of 
Virginia, the mother of a numerous family, many of whom 
have been and still are distinguished in the various profes- 
sions and callings of life, visited Frederick on the 13th day 
of December, 1849, for the purpose of having a scirrous tu- 
mor of the right mamma removed. 

She stated that the tumor in the breast had appeared spon- 
taneously; and when first noticed four years ago, was the size 
of a small walnut, and had gradually been increasing until 
it reached its present size, which was about that of a large 
orange. Near the right side of the nipple there was some 
little excoriation, produced by its having been Janced, and 
using external applications, previous to her visit to Frederick. 

She was advised by my father—an old and experienced 
physician—and by myself, to the following effect: That as 
there was excoriation of a portion of the skin, it was highly 
probable there was constitutional contamination, although 
there was no axillary or other swelling, independent of the 
tumor itself; but as that excoriation would certainly be the 
forerunner of deep ulceration,which would produce hemor- 
rhage, lingering suffering, and death ; and moreover as she 
was so far advanced in life, and apparently of so robust and 
healthy a constitution, (her mother having lived to the age 
of eighty-six or more years,) her chances of a prolonged life 
would, in our opinion, be enhanced by the removal of the 
breast.* 

* I think it not amiss to state here, that we were strengthened in this 
opinion, by the result of the following case: I removed a tumor, having 
many of the characteristics of scirrous, (a large fungoid growth protrud- 
ing from an ulcerated portion of the breast, the whole mass weighing near- 
ly eight pounds,) two years since, from the person of a very delicate lady, 
aged about 42. She is now living, and in better health than she has been 
for many years. 
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On the morning of the 19th of December, in the presence 
and with the aid of my father and Drs. Stainer and Johnson, 
J removed the tumor with the knife, having previously placed 
the patient under the influence of chloric ether, which saved 
her much suffering, although it did not act so well as in many 
instances in which I had used it before ; attributable, I think, 
to the extreme agitation which came over the patient just 
previous to the operation, having made a great effort to be 
composed for several days before. 

After the operation the wound was dressed in the usual 
way, and the patient placed in bed. Until the period of the 
first dressing, which was prolonged to the 23d, she continued 
in as good a condition as could have possibly been expected, 
excepting some occasional nervous spells, which were al- 
ways relieved by stimulants. On the morning of the 23d 
the wound was opened and dressed. It looked healthy, with 
some little suppuration in the upper portion. During the 
dressing, the patient was considerably affected by the smell 
of the wound, though her spirits were lively and cheerful. 
Stimulant treatment and nutritious diet were continued, and 
a mild aperient to be administered pro re nata. 

25th.—Dressed the wound. There was very free Jauda- 
ble suppuration all over the surface, with some healthy gran- 
ulations in the upper part. Her condition generally good. 
Same treatment continued. 

The same condition of things in reference to wound and 
patient continued until the evening of the tst of January, 
when she complained of stiffness in the back of the neck, 
which was attributed to the position of her head in the bed. 
This was changed, and an opiate administered. 

Jan. 2d, 9 A. M.—There was a slight degree of trismus, 
so slight though, as to lead us to hope it was mere appre- 
hension. At this juncture, and not until ¢hen, were we in- 
formed that the patient had had for years a continual horror 
and fear of dying with tetanus. The wound, which still 
looked healthy, discharging laudable pus, was dressed, 
chloric ether being administered at the time. Ordered pills 
of camphor and opium every four hours, with occasional in- 
halations of ether in the intervals. This treatment at times 
seemed, and undoubtedly was beneficial, and we indulged 
the hope of her recovery. Some of her symptoms resem- 
bled those of the case not long since reported by Prof. Jack- 
son, of Philadelphia, (see Am. Jour. Med. Science, April, 
page 298,) such as being greatly agitated, and sometimes 
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spasms being produced by the least tread of a slippered foot, 
or the hae ty of a oo. She had, however, no fear or 
dread of water. The exhibition of opiates, especially a cam- 
phorated tincture of opium, occasionally relieved the fixed- 
ness of her jaws, as if it were a charm, but the beneficial ef- 
fects were never lasting in their nature. 

Without going further into the minutiz of the case, suffice 
it to say, that the tetanic symptoms increased violently, and 
baffled all treatment, until death closed the scene of this sad 
case, on the morning of the 8th of January, in the form of 
ataxia and adynamia. Her mind was nearly always clear. 
It should be recollected that, as was before mentioned, from 
the moment the first symptom of this dread disease appear- 
ed, and if could scarcely be called a symptom of fefanus, 
the patient gave herself up to the apprehension or imagined 
certainty of death. What in my opinion is a great peculiar- 
ity in the case, besides her age, tetanus rarely ever occur- 
ring after the fiftieth year, is the fact that the wound con- 
tinued Gobenas healthy pus, and was covered with fine 
healthy granulations, up to the very moment of dissolution, 
and in every way presenting the most favorable appearance. 
I will also state there was but one artery ligature, and it 
very small. The wound had also cicatrized greatly, one 
half being closed at the time of death. These facts certain- 
ly are not in accordance with the experience of the profes- 
sion, in reference to traumatic tetanus. Then, was this dis- 
ease produced by apprehension, is a query, which I think 
this case justifies being put to the profession. It may serve 
to excite interest with reference to this most interesting dis- 
ease, and probably tend to its elucidation. The neuro-dy- 
namic force of the system has nothing of a settled nature, 
and hence its irregularities must tend to making our know- 
ledge of it more uncertain. In tetanus, nervous ataxia ex- 
hibits its culminating points; if we can only understand this 
completely, we have made considerable progress towards a 
full knowledge of the laws governing the nervous system. 

I would add in conclusion, that I can find on record no 
case of tetanus octurring after removal of the breast, but 
one, which occurred some years ago in St. Bartholomew’s 
Hospital, and its history is not given.—N. Y. Med. Journal. 
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On the use of Chloroform in the Collapse of Cholera. By 
P. C. Van Wyck, M. D. 


Being employed in the late epidemic as one of the physi- 
cians to the Blackwell’s Island Hospital, I had an opportu- 
nity of seeing a great deal of this fatal disease, and had the 
satisfaction of trying the different modes of practice, as re- 
commended by the most eminent writers on the subject. So 
far as the first stages were concerned, about equal success 
attended each method; and, generally speaking, there were 
about as many patients cured in that hospital, in proportion 
to the number treated, as in any other institution of a simi- 
lar character. Of the collapse cases, the mortality was fear- 
fully large, some however recovered. But as in similar 
cases elsewhere, all treatment seemed to be of little avail in 
arresting the fatal progress of the disease. On the 6th of 
August, however, as the epidemic was about taking its 
leave, the first case occurred in which the cure could be sa- 
le attributed to the means employed ; it was as fol- 
ows :— 


Case 1.—Emma Marshal] was attacked with vomiting 
and purging, on the 6th of August, 1849—of good constitu- 
tion, age 22 years—had been admitted into the hospital with 
syphilitic buboes, which were suppurating; she had had a 
slight diarrhcea for a few days previous. At the time of the 
attack two camphor and opium pills were ordered to be giv- 
en after every stool, and the patient to be kept in bed. 
About two hours aftewards saw the patient, and found she 
had been unable to keep the pills on her stomach ; the pills 
were then stopped, and the calomel and morphine powders 
substituted (three grains of calomel, half a grain of mor- 
phine), to be given immediately after vomitting, and enemas 
of laudanum and tannin after stool. About four hours af- 
terwards, visited the patient; she was no better, and had 
vomitted the powders in the same manner as she had pre- 
viously the pills,—the discharges from her bowels were no 
less frequent,—medicines both of an acid and alkaline na- 
ture were then resorted to, in order to check the vomiting, 
but with no avail. The patient was well covered wi 
blankets, had hot bricks kept to her feet, and sinapisms over 
the stomach, and during the whole time was allowed free 
use of ice. Such was the method of treatment pursued, but 
seemed (as was often witnessed in similar cases) not to have 
the slightest beneficial effect. At seven P. M. saw the pa- 
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tient again, with some of my colleagues; vomiting and 
purging continued—her extremities were cold, eyes sunken 
and glassy,—cold [perspiration on the surface of the skin, 
tongue cold,—breath cold, face of a leaden hue; pulseless 
at the wrist; extremities contracted and shrivelled; every 
three or four minutes seized with violent cramps, and ery- 
ing out at the topmost of her voice, and in fact, every other 
symptom denoting a perfect state of collapse was present. 
Little, if any hopes were entertained of her recovery, and 
as all previous attempts to exhibit medicines by the mouth 
or anus had failed, from the fact that they were no sooner 
taken than they were rejected or discharged, it was decided 
to try the effects of chloroform throngh the medium of the 
lungs, indulging a hope that so long as the patient was un- 
der its influence, it might arrest the vomiting and purging, 
and also render her insensible to the cramps. I had given 
it before, with camphor dissolved in it, but with no great 
advantage, since it was then liable to the very same objec- 
tion as any other medicine introduced into the stomach, viz. 
it could be vomited ; such were the reasons for trying the 
chloroform. Accordingly, at 8 o’clock, together with Dr. 
MacNeil, I visited the patient again. During my absence 
the powers of life had diminished materially. Whilst the 
Doctor held her wrist I administered the chloroform. The 
patient was kept under its influence for at least ten minutes; 
during that time she neither vomited nor purged, nor did 
she cry out with the cramps; on taking away the handker- 
chief, however, she soon awakened, and in about five min- 
utes vomited and purged again, and also complained of the 
cramps. (‘Although there was no permanent advantage 
gained, still, while she was under the effects of the chloro- 
form she was, to say the least, no worse. The chloroform 
was again given her, and she was kept partially under its 
influence, between sleeping and waking for some length of 
time. In about ten minutes from the second time it was 
administered, the pulse could be perceptibly felt at the wrist, 
and pretty soon the leaden hue of the face disappeared, and 
gave place toa faint blush on her cheeks; during that time 
she neither vomited or purged, and did not appear to suffer 
at all withcramps. The chloroform acted as a diffusible sti- 
mulant, and by establishing a capillary cirenlation through- 
out the extremities, appeared to remove for a time the cause 
of the cramps. Being much pleased with its exhibition, and 
fortunately having a very reliable nurse in the ward, I de- 
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termined, if possible, to keep the patient under its influence 
all night, and thus use it as a narcotic, with the express 
caution, however, not to interfere too much with the respir- 
ation of pure air. From time to time she was allowed to 
waken, draught of ice water were given her, and then she 
was immediately put under the influence of the chloroform 
to prevent vomiting. This artifice succeeded so well, that 
before morning she drank a large quantity, and it being re- 
tained, of course must have been absorbed. On the morn- 
ing of the 7th, called to see the patient; she no longer com- 
plained of the cramps, the discharges from the bowels had 
almost entirely ceased, and the vomiting had stopped, al- 
though her stomach was irritable, and she complained of a 
distress and pain over that region. The chloroform was or- 
dered to be discontinued, and a blister to be applied to the 
epigastric region, and acalomel and morphine powder given 
every hour, to aid, if possible, in relieving the engorgement 
of the liver (the powders, however, were soon discontinued ) 
and the patient was not salivated. From the time the vo- 
miting ceased, the stools were less frequent, the wonted co- 
lor returned to her face, aud except the pain over the region 
of the stomach, she was quite comfortable. In the evening, 


the blister not having drawn, she was cupped over the part; 
this seemed to give considerable ease. She soon began to 
take stimulating nourishment, and gradually recovered. 


Case 2.—Emma Heard, nurse, 28 years old, had had di- 
atrhea for three days; syphilitic patient ; had been salivated 
three times in the course of her life ; was attacked with chol- 
era on the 10th of August. I gave her Majendie’s solution, 
20 drops every two hours; Jaudanum and tannin injections 
after every stool, but no calomel; blankets, warm bricks 
and sinapisms. This treatment, however, seemed to have 
no good effects, and the patient soon passed into the stage 
of collapse. The chloroform was now resorted to, and a 
blister over the epigastrium, together with ice water. Its 
action was precisely similar to that in the first case; the 
vomiting and purging were arrested, the patient was kept 
asleep and free from cramps; she was thus carried through 
the critical stage of the disease, but in consequence of the 
severe gastritis which set in, it was some time before she 
finally recovered. But two other cases where marked col- 
lapse set in, occurred during the remainder of the epidemic; 
they were both put under the chloroform treatment ; one 
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died and the other recovered. The third case, however, 
was complicated with enteritis and dysentery. 

As a remedy in the collapse of cholera, chloroform appears 
to possess the following virtues: 

It is the most perfect of all placeboes, when the patient is 
kept gently under its influence; diminishes the necessity of 
giving so much opium as may otherwise be given, renders 
the patient insensible to cramps; checks the vomiting and 
purging so long as its influence is kept up, and being a pre- 
paration from alcohol, has the same diffusible, stimulating 
effects, with the additional advantage, that it can be given 
by the lungs. It seems, however, to be more beneficial in 
those cases in which the patient passes into a state of col- 
lapse in a short space of time, before much inflammatory 
action has been set up in the alimentary canal, rather than 
in those where they have done so more slowly, and where 
there is ulceration of the throat and intestines. The tedi- 
ousness and length of time consumed in administering this 
remedy, though a serious objection, if the physician be obli- 
ged to administer it himself, may nevertheless be met by 
giving instructions as to the proper method of using it to 
some reliable person. Further experience must decide the 
question, as to the extent this remedy is valuable in the 
treatment of the collapse of cholera. It is certain, however, 
that chloroform when used in this manner will control vo- 
miting and purging ; since it controls all voluntary muscular 
contraction ; renders the patient insensible to the cramps, 
and will enable the physician to administer as much medi- 
cine, and give as much nourishment, as he may think the 
case demands.—N. Y. Medical Journal. 





Novel Treatment of Scarlatina. 


The London Lancet, published, some months ago, a new 
mode of treating scarlatina, instituted by Dr. Schneeman. 
We copy sufficient of the article to place our readers in 
session of the new therapeutics of scarlatina adva by 
the author, and we commend it to them as being worth just 
what estimate they may see proper to place on it. The fol- 
lowing are the prominent advantages of this practice, accord- 
ing to the author :— 

1. The ibility of conjoining, with the greatest safety 
to the health and life of the patient, the shortening of the 
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whole disease, to such an extent, that any patient may leave 
the house at the expiration of ten days, even during the 
worst weather. 

2. The checking of all infection, by the end of the third 
or fourth day—i. e., with the disappearance of the eruption 
—owing to the formation of the infecting matter, being dis- 
turbed, and thereby the emanation from the skin (the infect- 
ing medium) being prevented. 

Treatment,—The advantages of the treatment now about 
to be laid down, are the annihilation of the injurious effect 
of the exanthem on the functions of the skin. The skin (by 
this treatment) is not, indeed, protected from the eruption, 
but this is so modified that scarcely any desquamation takes 
place ; and the functions of the skin, instead of being dis- 
turbed, and burthening other functions, produce, by their 
continuing in a state of integrity, so beneficial an influence 
on the organs attacked by the malady, particularly those of 
the throat, that the normal condition, is in every case, and 
in every part, speedily restored. In order to realize such 
extensive promises, we must bring into operation the follow- 
ing rules of practice :— 

Applications.—“ From the first day of the illness, and as 
soon as we are certain as to its nature, the patient must be 
rubbed every morning and evening, over the whole body, 
with a piece of bacon, in such a manner that, with the ex- 
ception of the face (?) and hairy scalp a covering of fat is 
every where applied. In order to make this rubbing-in 
somewhat easier, it is best to take a piece of bacon, the size 
of the hand, choosing a part still armed with the rind, that 
he may have a firmer grasp. On the soft sides of this piece, 
slits are to be made in various directions, in order to allow 
the oozing out of the fat; and this is still further promoted 
by placing the bacon, for some time previously to using it, 
near the stove—in the oven, or on the hob. But it is not 
proper to make the friction with a warm piece, and the fat 
must be allowed to cool before using it. 

“The rubbing must be most conscientiously performed, 
and not too quickly, in order that the skin may be regularly 
saturated with fat. During the process, the body is never 
to be wholly uncovered but only that part on which the 
opens is being performed ; and, if considered necessary, 
the whole can be done under the bed-clothes. But such pre- 
caution as this is unnecessary ; the children may safely get 
up. No injury will ever be done by it, and after once see- 
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ing it done, the mother or nurse soon learns to relieve the 
medical man of his task. 

« Although this plan, from the mess it makes, is not cal- 
culated to find favor in the world—although it dirties bed 
and linen, as well as the persons of the children—yet the 
first few days of its application produce results which make 
all this forgotten, and inspire the mothers with euthusiasm 
for this method. With a rapidity, bordering on magic, all, 
even the most painful, symptoms of the disease, are allayed; 
quiet, sleep, appetite, and good humor, return, and there 
remains only the impatience to quit the sick-room. To ob- 
tain this, however, other things are necessary besides mere 
infriction with fat, but still I think myself bound to impute 
the most important share of the merit to this peculiar treat- 
ment of the skin.— Western Lancet. 





Cholera in a New-Born Child.—M. Homolle has report- 
ed an instance in which a woman in labour was attacked 
with cholera. An infant apparently asphyxiated, was born, 
but, after proper remedies, was roused, passed meconium 
and urine, and appeared to be doing well. Twenty-four 
hours after its birth, there came on suddenly serous diarr- 
hea, vomiting, and all the gravest symptoms of cholera, and 
it died in a few hours. M. Homolle puts the question, whe- 
ther it was infected with cholera in the womb or after birth. 
He inclines to the former opinion.— Medical Times, from 
L’ Union Medicale, Oct. 23. 





Homeopathy and the Cholera.—In deference to the as- 
sertions and large claims of the advocates of homeopathy, 
and in consideration of the comparatively small success o 
tained over the mortality of cholera by any method of treat- 
ment, the administration of the Hospitals Salpetriere and St. 
Louis submitted a few cases to the homa@opathic mode of 
practice, but the result did not warrant its continuance. The 
physicians report that all the cases proved fatal.—Jbid. 





Obituary Record.—Died, at Bishopwearmouth, on the 
10th of January, Wm. Reid Clanny, Esq., M. D., F. 


R. S. 

&e., for upwards of forty-five years ician to the Bishop- 

wearmouth Infirmary, and inventor of the first safety lamp. 
—— at Paris, in the 56th year of his age, Dr. Prus. 
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